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Teacher helps students
with smiles - literally

‘An excellent teacher, bubbly and happy,’ Joan
Degan makes dental hygiene training great at
Algonquin College, as TONY LOFARO reports.

reer was largely deter-

mined by two desires: To
work with people and to be able
to use her hands in the job.

So she chose to be a dental
hygienist; not a glamorous pro-
fession, but one she’s been suc-
cessful at for 25 years.

“The mouth is the gateway to
the body,” she said, admitting a
career as a dental hygienist is
not for the squeamish.

She enjoyed her years in pri-
vate practice, but left the profes-
sion three years ago to try
teaching at Algonquin College’s
dental hygiene program, from

“which she graduated in 1976.

“It was difficult for me to
leave private practice because
of the rapport that you build
with your clients. In my career,
I only worked in two practices
in the city, one for nine years

J oan Degan's choice of ca-

and the other for 16 years,” said
- graduated last week.
“She motivated us l:o be the.

Ms. Degan, 49.

She said no at first to leaving

private practice for a full-time
teaching job, even though she
worked as a part-time instruc-
tor in the Algonquin program
for almost nine years. She
joined the college in 2001 0n a

full-time basis and became the
clinical and continuing-educa-

tion co-ordinator for the dental

program. The move was a good

one.

“I wasn't keen to just shuffle
paper around, but I've found it's
a really nice mix of paperwork,
administration work; dealing

with the students, some class-

room and clinical teaching, and I
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lovedit,” shesaid.

Ms. Degan has been recog-
nized for her teaching and
named one of 16 Ottawa recipi-
ents of the Capital Educators’
Awards, She said the decision
to enter the world of academia
is not something she's regret-
ted. 1

“It’s wonderful seeing the
students choose a career and
watching them progress from
start to finish when they're
ready to go out and practice.

“They’re your students one )

day and, when they graduate,
they’re your peers.”

Ms. Degan’s stralghtforward i

and friendly approach to teach-
ing has won praise from col-
leagues and students.

“Joan was an excellent
teacher, bubbly and happy all
the time. She really wanted us

‘to do well,” said Michelle Black-

burn, 24, of Peterborough who

best at everything that we were
taught. It made us realize as stu-
dents that we can enjoy our
profession for years to come

because she s been a hygmmst_

for 25 years.”

-She said many students often
went to see Ms, Degan for extra
help after school and some-
times sought her advice on per-
sonal problems. =

“She wasn't only a teacher
but she really did care about

_each student.”

Jo-Ann Aubut, chair of the

dental hygienist program at Al-

gonquin, said Ms. Degan has fit

in nicely at the cdlleg'e.' “She’s
very efficient, thorough and

pleasant to work with, consci-
entious and very dedicated "
- said Ms, Aubut.
' Ms, Aubut said Ms. Degan is
- “ﬁrm but fair” with students
and they have respect forheras :
‘aprofessional. :
- Ms. Degan said the dental hy*

glene program is well re.v.pect—

‘ed and its entrance standards

are high. The college receives

about 1,200 applicants per year

but only admits 58 students.
“I feel really fortunate to work

‘with a great team. We have great

'commumcatlon, we work as a
unit and we all enjoy what we

‘do. I think it shows in our wor



