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The Ottawa collegeis
playing on a more level
field than itdid in
previous years, reports
WAYNE KONDRO.

t's nothing short of amazing

what a few academic eligi-

bility rules can accomplish.

For years, Toronto-area col-
leges collected mast of the
medals in Canadian Colleges
Athletic Association (CCAA)
and Ontario Colleges Athletic
Association (DCAA) champl-
onships.

But in the late-1090s, the
OCAA decided something had
to be done about athletes who

retained eligibility through [

program hopping rather than
demﬂnstra‘l:jng progress toward

Suddenly. with players hav-
ing to earn a minimum mimber

of credits to remain eligible,

Institutions such as Algonquin

College discovered they could :
actually compete with their

Toronto brethren.
Nor that thev,r aren't stnll dis~
d. The Algong of
lhe world typlca]lr offer only
two-year degrees, as opposed
to the four-year units of many
Toronto programs, which allow
them to retain athletés for
longer periods.

Toronto-area schools also
often have affiliations with uni-
versities, providing them with
an expanded pool of athletes.
Seneca, for example, can use
any student attending York be<
cause of their link.

Then there's funding. The

Humbers and Durhams pay for
athletics through student fees
in the range of $80/semester, as
compared to the 15 Algonquin

charges.

Still, the academic require-
ments alone have changed the
landscape of OCAA sports and
made it a more even playing
field.

Algonguin has quickly capi-
talized by becoming far more
competitive in the six CCAA
sports and two other OCAA

sports in which it f'clds \ramty i
“esin place. We have to just

teams.
Prior to the ac—ademlc rule
changes, Algonguin had won

Ceasar Lukwago, left, mn.J.mﬁiﬁlﬁ mmmmm

of Tt teams this
Port is confident the staff is in
‘place to build perennially com-

petitive

programs.
“We have a lot of great mﬂdr

make sure that we're building
th: teams. Make sure youb bm

exactly two national medals —
2 pair of bronze in badminton.
They've since won three, in-
cluding gold in men’s soccer in
20032, silver In men's basketball
in 2002 and ailwr in men’s soc-
cer in 1909,

For Mgonqmu. things should
only continue to improve.

The explosive growth inen- .

rolment should increase rey-
enue (now about $500,000)
from student activity fees, as

should the forthcoming con--

struction of a s5-million feld
turf facility, scheduled for com-
pletion in 2005, The pitch
should significantly bolster the
$300,000 in external revenue

Algonquin athletics now earns
facility rentals.

from
Athletic director Ron Port is
salivating at the prospect. ~
“The revenues from rentals
will be put back into program-
ming. That will greatly assist us
in the development of our

Increased revenue should al-
so allow Algonquin to expand
programming to include sports
such as rughy, while simultane-
ously providing existing teams
with the resources to upgrade
equipment, undertake more
travel to:gain experience or
bolster services such as sports

sychologists.

Although: the departure of
three coaches means there'sa
raft of newcomers at the helm

ive
nnl:wlthstandmg that, as stu-
dents. they’re here togman ed-
ucation first”
The rundown:

MEN'S BASKETBALL

-Coach: Trevor Castelio (4th year)

OCAA titfes: 2 (1969, 2003}

' Last year: (1840, first East Divi-

sion)
Kay players: B_J. Charles, Ceasar
Lukwago, C.J. Anderson, Angel
Medina, Achuil Luai

Outloak: After romping through
the regular season, Algonquin
was upset jn the OCAA quarter
finals, While it ioses size on the
front line, the addition of Chardes,
a transfer from Carleton, keeps

the'team in the title hunt. He in-
. stantly becomes the finest player
inthe Canadian college ranks and

heips give the Thunder the best
backcourt in the nation. The prob-
{em is that beyond the 68 Lual,
wha's thinking about jumping ship
for Acadia, thera's litneinmeww
of proven talent to bang the
boards. Stll, Costallo says the
team is a contender. *Our goal is
again 1o win the East Division, get
10 the provincials on a bye and let
nature take its course.”

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Coach: Brian White {15t year)

OCAA titles: 2(1972, 1973)
Last year: 56 (fourth, East Divi-

5km}
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i the
~ critical playmaking spot. but White
likes the front line and sees a

playoff contender, “We're pretty
solid and should be gl rignt.”

_MEN'S SOCCER

Coach: Stephen 0'Kane (151 year)
OCAA titles: 4 (1977, 1978,

~ 2000, 2003}

Last year; 61-1 (2nd, East Divi-
Sion) : :
Watch: Rich Furano, Huffman Eja-
Tabe, Angus Wong, Tyler Rose.

Canadian keepar Wong and two-
time provincial afl-star Eja-Tabe
fromi the 2002 CCAA title unit.
Soccer became a banner program
under coach Brian Evans, who has
bailed for Wales, leaving the task
1o former assistant O'Kane, who's
confident he can “keep the beast
fed.” indeed, the Thunder should
feast on foes.

WOMEN'S SOCCER

i team, which

- BDAM LEWAL, TWE DT TR CITITER:

‘géfinitely in rebuliding mode,” Git:

tens said. While Gittens has
demonstrated he can quickly pull

;- together cohesive units; the team

is smpﬂymomwtomectamm

i3 o CCAA Tun,

MEN'S WI.I.HBJ!U.

Coach: Max Larrivee (15t year)
OCAA tities: 3 (1976, 1977,
1978)

Last year: 94 {1st, East Division)
Watch: Jonathan Bergeron, Matt

153 : in the OCAA.

Isuncertain, “The key will be hav-
ing a consistent middle attack."

GOLF

Coach: Brian Harrocks (1=t year)
Men's DCAA titles: 1 [1973)
‘Women's OCAA titles: None
Watch: Matiss Mazoutis, )lrnm}'
Jozwiak
Dutlook: The sport is being resur
rected after 30 years. The ap-
pointed coach is none ather than
Harrocks, the last man to capture
individual and taam OCAA title

Ja
cobs, Adam Powel|
Outlool: Former coach Brian
Fourke began building the Thun-
der into a cofender; but then bolt-

“gd home 1o Atlantic Canada, He's

repiaced by assistant Lariivee, 8
‘powerhitting greduate of the Laval
University volleyball juggemaut of
“the 1990s. The Thunder are big
and physical, but need a bit of
technical grooming. Larrivee said.
“The difference is going to be tha

_ work ethic and the mentat condl-
“tioning."

WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL

Conch: Everton Senior (5th year)
QCAA tites: 2 (1976, 1977)

hﬂ.)l!-" 1_.1.-'1 [ﬁeﬂlsLEagtDL

vigion)
Watch: Kim Duncan; Brittamy

Ward, Sarah Harelwood, Jenmyfar

Harms $
Coach: Garth Gittens (Sth year) ~ Qutiook: Last qualified for nation-
OCAA titles: 3 (1286, 1987, als in 1998, finishing ted for skan,
2003) Power hitter Duncan returns after
Last year: 6-1-1 {2nd in East Divi leaving midway through last sea-
sian) smfor personal reasons. Senior
Watch: Lauren Al HKim in’s depth will
Graveline, Paige Leptick mm&mmsﬂm tithe,
Outlook: The Thunder finished but whether that's enouggh 1o chal-
fourth at last year's nationals, but . lenga the Cambrians, Humbers

return only three starters. "We're

and Durhams for @ national berth

an

- for Algonquin, backin 1973, He
- has never coached, but is eager
for the challenge, given his initial

impression of the talent. “Some

~of them are gripitand rip it: That's

youth, T guess.”

CURLING

Coach: Ron Port {201h year)
Men's OCAA titles: 7 (1972,
1979, 1980, 1981, 1987, 1997,
2000)

Women's OCAA titles: 3 (1072,
1996, 2004) ‘
Mixed OCAA titles: 4 (1985,
1986, 1998, 2003) .

‘Watch: Robyn Mattie, Chris Mu'l

holland

Last year: Gold, women's; silver,
men’s; silver, mbied :
Outiook: The program has won
miore provincial titles than any oth-
er at Algonquin and there's litlle
reason to expect that will change;
Mattie, who finished second at
e world juniors two years ago
representing Canada, could easily
repeat as provincial tithst. It has
been 12 years since nationals
were held, but the Canadian Curk
ing Association is now iooking into
@ possible resurrection of a joint
universities/colleges champi-
onship.
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PACKERS 24, PANT
BY ERIK MATUSZEW:

CHARLOTTE + Ahmy
scored three toucl
the Green Bay Packe
deflending NFC char
olina Panthers 24-14+
in the first Monday
ball game of the seas
Green rushed for
touchde
caught a three-ya
pass as the Packers
regular-season ope

“ third time in four ye:

Green is the thiy
back to score th
downs in the openi
the National Footb
season, joining Ka
Priest Holmes, Seat
Alexander, Denver
Griffin and Pittsbun
Bettis. Philadelphi
Terrell. Owens al
three touchdowns.

Jake Delhomme tf
of touchdown pas:
Panthers, but also b
and an interceptior
America Stadium in
olina. The Packers £
both turnovers.

The Panthers an
consecutive team t
per Bowl and then
opener the next sea
na won the Mation
Conference  cha
game last season be
to the New Englanc
the Super Bowl.

Green Bay's Brett
threw four intercep
year's season-opet
Minnesota, threw i
and a touchdown.
throw an interceptic
tending his NFL rec
secutive starts by a.
to 190,

‘Ryan Longwell k
vard field goal for
with 3228 left in the !

! to open the scoring.

Delhomme tossec
touchdown  pass
Hoover with 7243 le!
ond quarter, putti

“ahead 7-3 before G
-the end zone.

‘Green scored his
down on a seven-yz
3:25 left in the seco
‘He added a three-y
ur K 7
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