A good year to return to college

DAVE DEROSIER
Community columnist
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vear, for me i deast, thal™s
when 1 wos born.

14905 — Lhat was a pood:
year, for me a2l least, that’s
when [ gradusied from
Bosion College, o Fesuil
universily that celebraned
its 102 hirthday that
Y¥EAr.

1967 — thit was a good
wear, for me at lenst, Lhit's
ihe year | marmesd my wile
“Tizliss — to whom 1 am siill
marricd 36 years luter.

15089 = that wiis @ ol
wesr, ol beast For me, that's
wien my wife and 1
moved i Belgium [ a
[our-year business assign-
ment.

202 — thal was o godd
year — that's when we
maved 1o Mepenn.

So what? What"s with
L hastory? 105 my way
of telling you that I'm ne
longer u spring chicken, 1
have seme years (and a
few extra poumds) under
my hell.

In the 38 yeirs since
colfege, [ have taken many
education and Iraining
courscs, abways with my
pLers, usually business
colleagues, This year-
03, | subjected mysell bo

At Algonguin,
there’s a café
around almost every
corner. A place fo
stop and play pool
and drink heer, too.
My how times have
changed.

something very different.
I woenl hack o eollege!

Twice o week for 11
weeks T attended classes al
Alzonguin College, In my
day we called it Night
School. Today it is called
Continuing Education. 1
think today’s title is so
much bedter.

Back in the 1960s, peo-
ple in night school went
there to get their high
sehool diplomi or 1o learn
a trade. Today it's every-
thing [rom accounting to
Eydeco music, Inomy cise,
il was French 25 a Second
Language.

My years in Belgivm
browghl me some bagic
French language skills. 1
could order fond and drink

~inccalds; read e newspa-

peer, and carry on basic

conversations. But 1 lefi
there 10 veuars ago, Those
skills are not very good
today.

Mioow that my wile and [
are stariing to get senled
here in Nepean, T felt it
was lime 1o hone up the
language skills,

So, what®s it like o go
back o college? First,
theres all these young
people, The youngest
were kids in their early
twenties, [ was the oldest
oive, but there was also a
single grandmodher (as
opposed o a few single
mothess). The majority of
the class was thirty-some-
thijzs that were there (o
improve their work skills.
Many becauss it was
miamfiafory 10 take the
class,

Some had taken a previ-
ous class topether. They
had three months more
personal history and tend-
ed to =it together, The rest
of us moved around each
class until we felt comtort-
able with the partner on
either side. | sy pariner
because we had o do writ-
len and oral exercises
bogether,

My regular partner
became o young student
from Renfrew who was

completing an additional
vear of specialized training
in Events Management. In
spite of being older than
her father is, we became
pood friends and interact-
ed well together — ot least
for six hours a week, Apge
waza differentiator cnly
for me,  Nobody elss
cared.

My wife and T love fo
wnlks it’s our major form
of exercise. Algonguin
College remindizd me that
college students walk a lot
1oa, 1 did ip Baston; 1 did
again at the Woodroffe
campus. The parking lat
is at the far eastermn side of
the compus.  Of course,
the classrooms were at the
far western side of the
campus; . Mot oo bad, an
cight-minute walk. Then
up four flights of stairs.
Should have been doing it
cvery day insiead of just
borice a week.

When [ was in college
there were iwo cafeteriag
and the Commons for food
and drink,- At Algonguin,
there's a calfé around
almost every corner. A
place to stop and play pool
and drink beer, 100, My
hor times have changed.

I was very impressed

.with the ethnic diversity of

the students, A mixture of

Continuing Ed students
ated iy students around
For extra-curniculy activi-
ties — bt very diverse, In
my mind, [ was a minori-
Ly.o.ond ned just the ape-
thing. [t was 0 grafifying
o see such o mixed group
of young people soaking
up the educational enyvi-
ronment. Mayhe ['ve just
been away oo long.

it's all over now, Soon
[ should get my grade in
the mail ard see w1 did
by 1he numbers,
Regardless, it was a suc-
cessful venture for me — in
&0 many ways, 1 miss il

by lunpuape skills bive
definitely improved. | fnd
(hat T ean relate to young
people better than [
expected. [ mods new
friends. Beciuse of the
relationship my compary
hired someone involved
wilh the engineering pro-
gram at Algonguin. 1 have
a better apprecintion For
the culural and educition-
al opporunities available
right in cur own back
vard, My pride in Nepean
hag increaged.

Iwas lempied (o go
back to college becanse of
a catalog included in the
daily newspaper. 1 will do
it aeain, maybe in the fall.
For thase of youw at all
interested in improving
yourselves - mke a good
look when you see 1he

nexl l..'iL|i.'l'|'IE:, e |t‘|ig]|1
findl that going back o
college would bring you
more than jusl book learn-
ing.

Jo Devid Dywmier, s &
wremiber of the Communiiy
Edlivorial Board, and spfiis
fiis time bemween hoasiness
verderes iy e vl e
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