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An armchair look

at the Everest bid

an Sir Edmund Hillary reached the summit of
Mount Everest in 1953, it took four days for
news of the a:-:mriplismnttﬂrﬂmthﬂ
outside world.
This spring. it will take seconds. .
“We are probably going to be the mest
technologically advanced expedition ever to go up
Everest,” says Ben Webster, "People will be able to

- follow our expedition, in real time, for the whole
* Algonguin College, although not an official sponsor
- of Webster's expadition, is behind the latest

innovation in high-aititude trekking. The college has

““even set up a website that will allow people to follow

Weh!.tqandtheuﬂﬂr:lhba}'sgsﬂ'mrmh_ :
Everest, using a virtual moded of the mountain and
global positioning systems (GPS) that will update the

- whereabouts of the climbers every 30 minutes.
' “The technology Is simply amazing,” says Kent

MacDonald, dean of business at the college and an

- _early supporter of Webster's expedition. “The digital

rendering of Everest, I'm told it's perfect. You really
do feel as if you're there," .

Webster approached ngnmhlast year, intrigued
by the college's growing reputation as a leader in

" new technology. He explained that he wanted to be

“fully wired™ when he went back to Everest, wanted
to broadcast live images and data from the summit,

' to go live over the Internet, to let people follow the
" progress of all the climbers at all times, maybe even

mmdhu‘tmtg:nﬁnﬂurmnﬂi:ﬂﬂnmm

- No preblem.

“We have parmnrud\ﬂthamhﬂflmlﬁvh:h
mnhmmﬂ!mhm says MacDonald.

..Ewnmhﬂlmmmnhathmmmm
GPS satellite communications and we have been -

_ working with March Networks as well, We're all quite

. excited to see how the technology works up on the
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