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Transportation Technology Centre

Special to NTW

Algonqum College pres-
ident and area politicians
cut the ribbon to the new
Transportation Technology

Centre earlier this week. =
The centre replaces the

College’s 39-year-old
automotive training facility

where ~ thousands | of .

Ottawa-area  technicians
and apprentices  learned

their trade. The new ‘centre

is outfitted with up-to-date
equipment and is designed

with over-sized doors and
an open coficept interior to-
easily accommodate large
trucks and buses in addi-

tion to cars.

The facility received
funding from the
Government of Ontario.,

"The - transportation
industry is one of the
largest  employers ~ in
Canada." said John-Paul
Tapp, dean of the school of
Transportation and
Building Trades.

*Algonquin College is the

largest provider of automo-
tive and  transportation

traiming prcngrams in Easter |

Ontario."

However, there is a ﬂub— ;

stantial shortage of skills
workers across the auto-
motive repair and service
industry throughout North
American.

“This scarcity is expected :

to get worse as nearly half
of the more than 200,000
skilled. technicians

employed in the Canadian

umaport'mon scnuccs are
over40. -
“Skilled tradcs today

offer an exciting and finan-
cially rewarding career

opportunities  that in

increasingly . high
demand.” ~ said Robert_

Gillett, the college’s presi

dent. “Algonquin’s new

Transportation Technology
Centre reflects the col-
lege’s commitment to offer

high quality training in an -
area that has been identi-
fied as essenl:wl mtoday g

economy.”

A recent. provmclal Sur-’ §

vey showed that all of the'
2003 graduates  from
Algonquin’s Motive Power
Technicians program had
found full-time employ-
ment within six months of
graduation. A 2002 survey
found that employers were
outbidding ‘themselves for
qualified employees.

“We now have a highly

practical building that com-
bines to look and feel of the
modem workplace with an
effective educational and
training workspace and one
that reflects the rising caliber
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Algonqum Collegeh Dea.ll ol’ '[hnsponatlnn and 'lhu]es, I nIm-Paul Tnpp, ’
above left, and college president Robert Gillett cut the ribbon of their new

 Transportation Technology centre. Local politicians attended the event, includ-
*ing MP Marlene Catterall, below centre. The buildings will be used to frain

mecbanics nnd can Imld hoth Iarge trucks and buses.
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