Lab nets hl-tech mannequins
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A T6YEAR-OLD man com-
plaining of shortness of
breath is lying on the bed.

He lives alone and appar-
ently hasn’t been eating prop-
erly lately. Two nursing stu-
dents armed with stetho-
scopes are tending to him,
checking his breathing.

On his right side, a wheez-
ing sound is detected; his
chest slowly rises and falls.
On the man’s left side, his
breathing produces a crack-
ling sound.

A few minutes ago, his
heartbeat had slowed down a
fewticks, -

Although he may be sufEer-
ing from congestive heart
failure, there is no way the
patient will die. In fact, the

tient isn't even a person,

t a state-of-the-art, ana-

mically accurate manne-
quin.

The wheezing manneqmn
was being treated by a couple
of nursmg students in Algon-
quin College’s new Health
Science Simulation Lab, The

_lab is filled with other manne-
quins that can simulate a va-
riety of medical symptoms
and conditions with atn.lnng
realism.

Pm:ev units

The most expensive mod-
els, which cost between
$50,000 and $60,000, allow a
technician behind a glass
barrier to speak on behalf of
the patient as students as-
sess its condition. The stu-
dents can also record them-
selves as they treat a patient
and then burn the data ontoa

CD to assess their perfor-'

mance later:

Algonquin College held the
lab's grand opening yester-
day afternoon. It's the ﬂrst of
its kind in Canada. =~

“This type of training will
never replace on-site clinical
training, but it will allow stu-

dents to be much more skill-

oriented and much more con-
fident in their skills when
they do go into the clinical =
setting,” said Marie Cormier, =
dean of the School of Health

and Community Studies. .

The lab was huzzmg with
‘activity yesterday. i
One group of students in
lab coats tended to a diabetic
mannequm with tubes com-
ing out of its side that had re-
cently been stitched up after
‘having a mastectomy. Anoth-

er mannequin, a child, was

letting out a nasty cough .
mannequm

Another
named Noelle was in labour
and having contractions.

*Very realistic’

“It's very realistic and rt’ '

‘very good practice for your:

clinical skills,” said Shelley

. Patrick, a fourth-year bache-
lor of nursing student who
hasa]sou'eaﬁeda realpahent' :
in labour. 5

“You can hsten to theietal g

heart rate. You can program
it so that the pushes are long
er or shorter and you can pro-

gram a problem in the birth, o

Cormier says the lab will

‘allow the school to not only

train more nurses, but also

‘speed up the accreditation

for nurses trained abroad. -
Stephanie Constanfineau

hasn’t worked in the field for

12 years, but is taking a re-

fresher course at Algonquin '

College. She's tending to the

wheezing old mannequin..
‘Things have changed a lot

since Constantineau first
trained to be a nurse. ia
~Students used to listen to
each other’s breathing when
practismg. she said, so the
new lab is a welcome sight.
“Well, chances are every-
body in there is healthy and
you're not hearing any of
those abnormal sounds that
you are hearing in a hospital.”
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Jason Rensorrl SUN
ALGONQUlH GOLLEGE'S School of Huaﬂh and Community Studies co-ordi-
nator Ann Marie Mackey is flanked by students Cathy Brown, left, and Anne
Brouse in the school's new Health Science Simulation Lab yesterday. '



