
 

 
Hydro One invests $750,000 in Algonquin College  

Electrical Engineering Technology Students 
Part of $3 million pledge in support of powerful partnership with Ontario colleges 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 
OTTAWA, Jan. 23, 2012 – Hydro One continues to invest in Ontario college engineering 
technology students with a $3 million commitment to educating and training its future 
workforce. 
 
With up to 30 per cent of Hydro One’s workforce eligible to retire in the next five years, 
promoting careers in the utility sector is a timely initiative.  
 
This is the second $3-million contribution that Hydro One has made to the four colleges 
that make up the Hydro One College Consortium – Algonquin, Georgian, Mohawk and 
Northern. The first pledge was made in 2008. The funds support scholarships, curriculum 
development, co-op placements and equipment to educate the next generation of energy 
professionals.  
 
“The results are in from the first phase of this partnership and they are outstanding,” says 
Laura Formusa, President & CEO of Hydro One. “The four colleges have been very effective 
in attracting more students to their electrical programs, ensuring a stronger workforce for 
Hydro One and the entire utility sector. This is good news for the people of Ontario.”  
 
Enrolment and graduation rates from electrical engineering technician and technology 
programs have doubled at Algonquin, Georgian, Mohawk and Northern since the 
partnership began.  
 
“This agreement is a model for industries and sectors in search of practical solutions for 
dealing with Ontario’s skills shortage, noted Joy McKinnon, Vice-President of Business 
Development at Algonquin College. “Students can see a clear path from enrolment straight 
through to employment and a successful career. That is the power of this partnership and 
an Algonquin College education”. 
 
The $750,000 Algonquin College is receiving as part of this partnership will be used to; 
increase student bursaries and scholarships, invest in new lab equipment, advance applied 
research projects, and help introduce the field of electrical engineering to a broader 
audience.   
 
The colleges will continue their recruitment and curriculum strategies from the first phase, 
including hosting student-focused mentorship events and launching a new recruitment 
campaign to increase the number of women and aboriginal people in engineering 
programs and working at Hydro One. 
  



 
“The colleges are able to implement curricula that meet the needs of our growing and 
evolving industry. Future applied research projects will help keep Ontario at the global 
forefront of smart grid technologies,” said Formusa.  
 
Hydro One was awarded the 2008 Ontario Colleges Community/Corporate Partnership 
Award in recognition of its contribution to the advancement of Ontario’s college system. 
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About Algonquin College - www.algonquincollege.com: 
Algonquin College of Applied Arts and Technology is located in the nation’s capital and the Ottawa Valley, and is the largest 
college in Eastern Ontario, with 18,000 full-time and 35,000 part-time students in more than 170 programs. Algonquin is a 
leader in the integration of technology into learning, and is strongly committed to student success.  
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