
An old saying, attributed to the Seneca Tribe, sums up my thoughts as the 
2013-2014 academic year comes to a close: “Every new beginning comes 
from some other beginning’s end.”

For our graduating students, their time here with us has come to an end. 
And while we are so thrilled to pass along our congratulatory wishes to 
them, I also recognize that this end is actually a new beginning for each 
and every student who walks out of our classrooms. Some students will be 
launching into the workforce with greater confi dence and new skills under 
their belts, while others will apply their time in General Arts and Science 
to explore continued educational pathways. But all will do so having had 
the benefi t of time with our compassionate and dedicated faculty.

Indeed, I cannot adequately express the pride I feel in the signifi cant 
achievements of our faculty. Highlights from this past year include:

•  A successful GAS Student Showcase where students had the 
    opportunity to share their work with the broader college student body
•  A Movie Night that highlighted the fi lm work from the Media and 
    Communication Studies program
•  A visit from Brett Wilson from Dragon’s Den who accepted an invita-      
    tion on behalf of the Introduction to Music Industry Arts program to     
    speak and discuss his latest book to more than 700 students
•  A Sustainability Fair which highlighted the Environmental Studies 
    program students and their fi nal projects encouraging others to live 
    and act sustainably
•  An Alumni Exhibition at the Council for Arts that illustrated for students  
    the success that is possible from our programs
•  A Water Day that raised awareness about world fresh water resources
•  The Big Hit Bursary Dance where the generosity of attendees resulted 
    in more than $5,000 to be used in emergency assistance funding for   
    students facing fi nancial hardship
•  A nomination of Professor Lou Di-Millo for this year’s prestigious 
    Capital Educators Award
•  A Pre-Health Studies Team (with Myriam Thanasse, Linda McDevitt, Jen  
    Matecki and Jenna Redmond) who were nominated for the Algonquin  
    College Employee Team award

Speaking of new beginnings, three GAS faculty are retiring this year: 
Cynthia Rowland, Pat Fraser, and Violet Storto. Thank you for all your con-
tributions to both General Arts and Science and to Algonquin College. You 
have all left a legacy that is much appreciated, and we wish you all the 
best in your new adventures.

May you all have a safe and happy summer,
Sherryl Fraser
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR



GAS faculty and sta�  are dedicated to creating 
excellent learning opportunities for the students 
of Algonquin College, and on January 30, the 
concerted eff orts of our professors Lou Di Millo 
and Mike Wood and our Chair Sherryl Fraser, 
made it possible for a fully packed audience at 
the Algonquin Commons Theatre to enjoy an 
enlightening and entertaining afternoon with W. 
Brett Wilson. As an icon of the Canadian busi-
ness world and former Dragon’s Den member, 
Brett spoke for over an hour about his life expe-
riences and how they have led him to see three 
areas of learning as vital:  marketing, entrepre-
neurship and philanthropy.  Brett emphasized 
the importance of fi nding and following ideas 
that inspire passion while keeping health and 

key relationships with family and friends as top 
priorities. In addition to his heartfelt and moti-
vating speech, Brett invited audience
members to participate in a lively Q and A ses-
sion that highlighted the need to develop a 
wide range of skills at every opportunity.  While 
standing in line for an autograph, Anthony 
Di Millo, a recent graduate remarked, “I never 
thought about a business card having six sides 
before, but Brett’s right.  There are six sides, not 
just two.” This kind of out-of-the-box thinking 
has served Brett incredibly well in his life, and 
faculty, sta�  and students who attended were 
thankful for the opportunity to learn about the 
power of exploring new perspectives.  

Brett Wilson Visits Algonquin College
GUEST SPEAKERS
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Two Sides to the Story of Chris Nihmey   
By Angie Peterson, 
Professor, Justice Studies Program
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in high school – Chris Nihmey.  Chris was the one 
person that everyone knew and loved. He was 
always pleasant, approachable, non-judgmental 
and talked to ALL STUDENTS no matter who 
they were, what their social class was, or what 
friends they hung out with.  Chris always smiled, 
made jokes and was just an all-around happy go 
lucky type of person. Throughout this time, Chris 
was struggling so much and none of us knew – 
including him.

It is now twenty-one years later and Chris is 
sharing his struggle with the world. Chris re-
leased a book called Two Sides to the Story: Liv-
ing a Lie in which he writes about his journey of 
living with Bipolar Disorder, Obsessive-Compul-
sive Disorder and Generalized Anxiety Disorder.
In the Criminology class that I taught, mental 
illness and the law proved to be a topic of on-
going debate. The links between mental illness 
and legal issues are unfortunately very real and 
too often plentiful.  Sometimes I felt that stu-
dents had a di�  cult time understanding how a 
mental illness could virtually take over a person’s 
body and soul and change his/life irreparably if 
not properly managed and treated.  To make this 
point, I invited Chris come and speak to my 

students. On Tuesday, March 18, 2014, Chris has 
presented his story to my class with profound 
results. 

Chris said that his goal in speaking that day 
was to help us see colour amongst the black 
and white in life. Chris divulged how he was in 
denial for so many years about having a mental 
illness and he explained in great detail about 
how being mentailly ill essentially destroyed 
his life.  He shared with us stories of picking up 
hitchhikers because he felt the need to save 
people, of picking up garbage all over the city 
to clean it up, of spending 60 days in his par-
ents’ basement because he needed the dark 
to escape everything, and of going nine days 
without eating. I can still picture Chris jumping 
up on one of the desks in the classroom, stand-
ing right at the edge and asking, “How do you 
decide not to jump?”   

The stigma that Chris endured while trying to 
live with a mental illness and establish himself 
as a teacher was incredibly hard to overcome.  
Chris was o� ered a teaching position at a local 
school; however, the principal recommended to 
Chris that he not disclose to the others that he 
had bipolar disorder because it would not be 
acceptable to the parents and his fellow teach-
ers.  This example turned into a critical thinking 
exercise for our class as students were asked 
to consider if the principal’s reaction to Chris’ 
mental illness constituted a stigma.   The stu-
dents’ refl ections were heartwarming and truly 
inspired.  After reading them, I realized that 
Chris’ life story had created a signifi cant impact 
as shown in their refl ections: 

Continued on page 4

Every story really has two 
sides. Not everyone sees 
it that way; some keep 
their views near to their 
hearts and refuse to think 
outside the box.  This 
includes having stigmas 
around mental illnesses. 
I graduated from St. Pat-
rick’s High School in the 
early 90’s. There was one 
guy that that I knew well 
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highlight his main concepts and ideas.  According 
to Professor Gordon McGregor, new aspects of the 
projects come to light when Brad shared the slides 
and stories with the students.  In addition, Brad was 
able to provide an encouraging but pragmatic view 
of large project construction employment oppor-
tunities to the students. Many thanks to Professor 
McGregor and Brad Smith for including this oppor-
tunity in the curriculum:  Brad’s � rsthand knowledge 
is a true bene� t to the students, one that they thor-
oughly enjoy, so much so that his presentation time 
always needs to be extended due to the plentiful 
questions students ask.  

On Monday, February 24, students in the GAS Pre-
Trades Employment Readiness class had an op-
portunity to learn about large-project construction 
management from Brad Smith, husband of our own 
GAS Student Success Specialist, Sharon Smith.  Brad 
has visited the Pre-Trades group in years past and is 
dedicated to the success of the trades by encourag-
ing young people to picture themselves working 
in construction.  As in past years, his most recent 
presentation was comprehensive and detailed, pro-
viding examples and information from the point 
of view of a large project construction supervisor.  
Along with his engaging and informative talk, 
Brad included a photograph slide show in order to

•  “I really enjoyed the presentation personally.
I loved how Chris was more than honest regard-
ing his experiences with his several struggles 
with mental illness. I also found the presentation 
intriguing because I, myself, have su� ered from 
depression and bipolar for about three years.  I 
always respect people who raise awareness and I 
salute him for that.”

•  “Chris was an exciting and engaging pre-
senter.  He really changed my perspective on the 
way people who su� er from mental illnesses are 
treated and made me question some of my own 
actions.” 

•  “I really enjoyed Chris’ presentation.  It was 
incredibly inspiring and had the power to really 
make you step back and think about the stigma 
assigned to people with disabilities. It was truly 
an inspiration hearing his story and seeing how 
much strength he has gained from what he has 
overcome. “

When Chris Nihmey came to our class I had no 
idea what to expect.  I’ve never been aware of 
what it’s like to live with a mental illness or know 
anyone who has.  Generally you expect some-
thing to actually be wrong with the person and 
maybe be able to tell just from looking at them.  
Chris Nihmey opened our eyes to what it’s actual-
ly like, that looking like a “normal” person doesn’t 
mean anything, and that the stigma we have in 
our society really needed to change.  I was very 
impressed with his presentation.”

Chris reiterated that with proper help, healing 
can happen and reminded us all that it begins 
with hope, acceptance and compassion.  I was so 
proud to see Chris persevere and achieve success 
in his life despite facing such a powerful illness.  It 
was an honour to have Chris share his story with 
us in order to help others.  Please take the time to 
visit his website http://chrisnihmey.com/ and read 
about his incredible journey.

Brad Smith Talks Large-Project Construction 
Management with Pre-Trades Students
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Introduction to Concept Art Students Visit    
Montreal’s Steambot Studios   
By Mary Ellis, Professor, Introduction to Concept Art Program

FIELD TRIPS

This past March, Introduction to Concept Art students 
went to Montreal’s Steambot Studios for a private 
workshop from some of the industry’s leading profes-
sionals. The workshop covered a range of topics from 
de� ning what concept art is, to identifying the tools 
of the trade, to design principles and the power of 
shape language. The presentation was followed

by book signings and a live, collaborative speed 
painting done by the Steambot team!

The students raised funds for the trip with a local 
pub night, an art auction and a fan-themed trivia 
competition.

About a dozen students in the Winter Intake 
program met up with their professor, Martin 
Hyde, in late February at the Canada Science and 
Technology Museum in Ottawa to tour the new 
Energy exhibit that explores the social, economic, 
and environmental implications of the produc-
tion and consumption of energy.  The fi eld trip 
was planned to supplement the students’ class 
work on non-renewable and sustainable energy 
sources and to gain additional perspectives on 
how carbon-based alternatives fi t into Cana-
dian society.  Several students opted to visit the 
museum on their own time and took pictures of 
themselves with exhibits which were then dis-
cussed later with classmates.   

Winter Intake Students Visit Science & Tech Museum

Professor Martin Hyde with Winter Intake students on their visit to 
the Science and Technology Museum.
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Behind the Scenes at Black Sabbath

After months of negotiations, Introduction to Music 
Industry Arts Professor Mike Wood was able to o� er 
students an opportunity of a lifetime:  a face-to-
face Q and A session with Dale Skjerseth, a world 
renown tour manager for such bands as The Rolling 
Stones, Guns N' Roses, Madonna and AC/DC.  On 
Sunday, April 13 at 10 a.m., about 80 students 

from the program were ushered into Canadian Tire 
Centre to watch the Black Sabbath/Ozzy Osbourne 
show set up and speak with Dale, or Opie as he is
known, about his experiences as a tour manager.  It 
was amazing to see over 60 workers hauling equip-
ment, stringing up lights, setting up the audio, and 
building the stage elements.  For over 45 minutes, 
Dale spoke with the students about a range of top-
ics including how his career began, the places he 
has toured, the costs involved in putting on concerts 
and the skills needed to be successful in the busi-
ness.  Dale stressed the idea that his success came 
about as a result of his willingness to “jump right in” 
and ask performers and agents what he could do to 
help.  Over his 30+ year career, Dale has developed 
a network of friends and colleagues that spans all 
continents, and he emphasized the importance of 
communication skills in the entertainment indus-
try:  “You need to be able to work with all kinds of 
people; you need to listen and communicate clearly 
to get the job done.”  The students and faculty who 
attended appreciated the opportunity to meet with 
Dale and watch the set up process.  When asked 
about the experience, the students’ response was 
unanimous: “Totally awesome!”
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EVENTS
Media Students Ask Questions, Get Answers 
at 3rd Media Career Night
By Amanda Evoy and Jessica Hamilton, Media and Communication Studies Students

The night of Thursday, October 10 buzzed with the 
excitement and promise of the future as students 
and professionals gathered in T- building to � nd out 
about possible career paths and professions.  

Graduates of the Media and Communication Pro-
gram who have gone on to successful careers came 
back to share the secrets of their success with cur-
rent students.  The former students now represent 
careers in public relations, television, advertising, 
radio, and journalism.   When the guest speakers 
mingled with students in small groups, there were 
opportunities to learn � rst-hand about many � elds. 

One former student, Kelly Rusk, from the Ban� eld 
Agency said her Ottawa-based company only seeks 
out public relations specialists who graduated 
from Algonquin College.  Another graduate, Shelby 
Schwenzer, stated that a GAS certi� cate followed by 
the Public Relations diploma was hands down the 
best academic choice she has ever made.  In fact, 
many of the current and former students discussed 
how the decision to enroll in the GAS Media and 
Communication program became a de� ning mo-
ment in their professional lives.  First-year television 
student Erin Morrison said, “GAS really helped me, 
especially with news writing.”  Briana Larose, a sec-

ond year Television Studies student said, “This pro-
gram really helped us, it opens so many doors.”  
In addition, Radio Studies students discussed how 
Algonquin is recognized as having the number 
one Broadcasting program in the country that 
o� ers students opportunities to “learn a little bit 
of everything.”   

About 65 students attended the 90-minute session, 
and like many, one of the Media and Communica-
tion students, Chris Ouellette, took advantage of 
the knowledge shared during the evening: “It was 
a great chance to pick the brain of others who have 
gone on, just to know what to expect.”
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Environmental Studies: Growing 
the Culture of Sustainability at 
Algonquin College
By Jay Smith, Professor, GAS

Algonquin College is committed to Sustainability 
as a social and cultural movement and our GAS 
Environmental Studies students continue to par-
ticipate in the collective consciousness needed 
to meet these commitments. At the annual Ap-
proaches to Sustainability day held this year on 
April 9, students showcased research projects that 
highlighted fair trade issues, localization, vegetari-
anism, wetlands conservation, and more.  This year, 
the Environmental Studies students also welcomed 
the Ottawa Riverkeeper who shared her talk titled 
Leading Change in the Ottawa River Watershed.  For 
students, the experience of focusing on particular 
issues, researching potential solutions, and sharing 
this information with the Algonquin community 
represented an opportunity to make “theory” a real 
learning and teaching experience.   A big “thank you” 
to all who participated and shared their ideas!   

Sustainability Week Attracts 
Pre-Health Students
by Jennifer Matecki, Professor, GAS

The week of April 7 to 11, 2014 was Sustain-
ability Week here on campus.  Highlights 
from the week included the Sustainability 
Fair, a viewing of the short video by USC 
entitled The Story of Food, delicious 
African meals for sale from Savoir Faire to 
support seed saving farmers in Ethiopia 
through the charity USC Canada, and a 
water awareness campaign run by a grass-
roots faculty sustainability team called 
SEATS (See Earth Action Team for Sustain-
ability).  Proud members of SEATS include 
three GAS faculty: Jay Smith, Calvin Climie 
and Jennifer Matecki.

Sustainability Week attracted a number of 
students, faculty and sta�  who showed in-
terest in making a change here on campus!  
Students were especially keen on taking 
the online water awareness trivia challenge 
and testing their stamina by carrying large 
jugs of water to simulate the weight of wa-
ter carried by many women in developing 
countries.  Many GAS students came out to 
support this event.  Captured on camera 
are Pre-Health students Nick Decarie and 
John McLaughlin, who were engaged in the 
online trivia challenge, and Ashton Mac-
donald and Tina Vinh, who challenged each 
other to the water carrying event.
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Big Hit Bursary Dance
by Kerri Ayer, Media and Communication Studies Student

General Arts and Science held its fourth annual 
Big Hit Bursary Dance Fundraiser on Satur-
day February 8, 2014.  The fun-fi lled fundraiser 
began at 6 p.m. and lasted until midnight.  Just 
over $5,000 was raised this year – the most 
ever for this event – thanks to the hard work of 
sta�  and faculty and the generosity of the par-
ticipants.  Along with a delicious dinner, there 
was a silent auction that featured items such 
as Senators tickets, gift baskets, an iPad mini, 
and much more.  Special thanks go to Stephany 
Castilla for procuring the most expensive auc-
tion item; an autographed Tom Cochrane guitar 
which sold for $700.  

The event was organized by Darlene Tierney-
Goebel, Lou Di Millo, John Cloutier, Al Uhryniw, 
Stephany Castilla, Wayne McIntyre, Sharon 
Smith and Sherryl Fraser.

The dancing started at 8:15 p.m. as the opening 
band, the Wise Guys, took the stage, followed 
by the Groove Junkies.  Les Emerson’s show 
began at 9:15 p.m. with an acoustic set.  The 
Groove Junkies then returned to fi nish the eve-
ning on a “rockin’ note!”
Sherryl Fraser, the Chair of General Arts and 
Science was thrilled with the evening say-
ing that the turnout and enjoyment level were 
excellent:  “I think that the evening’s great! We 
have a large number of people here, the music’s 

great, people are in great spirits, and we have 
plenty of wonderful auction items.”

The fundraiser began when the former GAS 
Chair Shelly Styles and Lou Di Millo, a profes-
sor in the Introduction to Music Industry Arts 
program, were looking for a way to help the 
General Arts students fi nancially as there were 
no bursaries at that time for GAS programs.  
The idea to bring together musicians and local 
businesses for an entertaining night emerged 
at the Big Hit Bursary Dance, and it has been 
a fun and successful event since its debut four 
years ago.

The Red Carpet Comes to Algonquin 
by Amanda Evoy,  Media and Communication Studies Student

On Friday, March 7, room CA105 was alive with the sounds and sights of a movie premiere as 
the students from the Media and Communication Studies program held a fundraiser for the 
10th Annual Movie Night scheduled for Thursday, April 17 at the Mayfair Theatre. The theme 
of the evening was all about movies, so people were encouraged to come in costume – but 
there was a catch:  all costumes had to be from the movies. The resulting attire attracted the 
curiosity of students from outside the program since it looked a bit odd seeing people 
dressed semi-formally at the college on a Friday night.    
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Fifteen people showed up for the event which featured a movie swap, snacks, and a chance to talk with 
some � lm professionals.  Luka Fiore and Adam Kirkey both have experience doing the 72-Hour Challenge 
in the Ottawa International Film Festival.   The rules of the challenge are simple:  you are given three days to 
make a movie but have to follow speci� c guidelines such as local product placement and including speci� c 
lines that must be said in the script.

“It forces you to make a great story in a little time,” said Fiore, referring to the Challenge and recommending 
people try it next February when the challenge happens again.  As exciting as the 72-hour process is, there 
are some faults with the challenge.   In referring to the music that the competitors are given, Adam Kirkey 
pointed out that, “They give you six songs but three or four suck [sic], so everyone uses the same ones,” a 
comment that de� nitely received some laughs.  All in all, the night was fun for all who attended and o� ered 
an amazing experience for getting to meet industry professionals.

10TH Anniversary Film Festival
By Kerri Ayer, Media and Communication Studies Student 
The 10th Annual Algonquin Student Film Fes-
tival was held at the Mayfair Theatre on Thurs-
day, April 17 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  Sin-
cere thanks go out to the co-ordinators of this 
event: Valerie Boucher, Jessica Hamilton, and 
Colleen Sedgwick, and the fi lm reviewer, Han-
nah Collins.  Alexander Merkis did a wonderful 
job as the host of the evening.  The Festival 
resembled a mini Oscar extravaganza.  The 
student fi lms were shown and then awards – 
like mini Oscars – were awarded to winners in 
several categories.  The winning student fi lms 
are as follows: 

Arachis Hypogaea: The One Man Peanut 
Butter Cult. This fi lm won the award in the 
category of Best Acting.  Created by Brittany 
Sika� y, the fi lm is about an art student who 
describes his spiritual practices. 

Procrastination: How to wait until the last 
minute to complete something.  This fi lm by 
Danica Elias and Victoria Woodcock won two 
awards for Best Writing and Best Visual Ef-
fects.  

The Red Carpet Comes to Algonquin Continued from page 9

Dating, Mating and Relating: An exploration 
of the world of relationships was a fi lm made 
by Tiara Johnny, Kimberly Lovell, and Ifeoma 
Ozonwanj.  It won in the category for Best Film. 

Wanderer: What do you want to do with your 
life? Created by Alex Falsetto, this fi lm won the 
David Pankhurst award for best Cinematog-
raphy and the George Shirre�  award for Best 
Director.

An honourable mention went out to The Next 
Best Thing: Ottawa Rappers Seek Fame and 
Fortune by Abdulah Al-Obedy, Warren Bain, 
Adriano Erasmo, Samantha Kelly, Jelan Maxwell, 
Samuel Radford, and Tchadvyn Simon for Best 
Ensemble.

Calvin Climie, Program Coordinator of Media 
and Communication Studies as well as the Film 
Studies Professor, says “I have only been to one 
other fi lm night before but I believe that the 
turnout is better because the venue is larger, 
and from what I could see walking around be-
fore the show started, yes, I believe this is the 
biggest turnout, so I’m happy.”
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Movie Night In Review!
By Hannah Collins, Media and Communication Studies Student

This year, 2014, marked the 10th Annual Media 
and Communication Movie Night. This event has 
become not just a program tradition but also 
the highlight of the year. This year Movie Night 
was held at the historic Mayfair Theatre known 
for showing o� beat and alternative movies. 
There wasn’t a better venue to host this amaz-
ing event. Nine movies from a variety of genres 
were featured this year: documentaries about 
the trials and tribulations of love in Ottawa, a 
witty comedy on therapy with a Canadian twist, 
and an inspiring coming of age drama. 

The fi rst fi lm screened was Arachis Hypogaea, 
directed by Brittany Sika� y. This mockumen-
tary was bizarre yet captivating.  It explores the 
founder, leader, and only member of an exclu-
sive cult that worships peanut butter.  

The second fi lm shown was Case 63. As an in-
triguing psychological thriller with a twist, Case 
63 really draws in audiences with its unique use 
of infrasound tone. Infrasound tone is sound 
that humans cannot hear, but some frequencies 
can be felt.  It creates a sense of fear, anxiety, 
and uneasiness. 

Dating, Mating, and Relating won best picture 
at this year’s movie night and with good reason.  
It was a fun, uplifting documentary about mod-
ern relationships in Ottawa. Brilliantly shot and 
edited by Tiara Johnny, Ifeoma Ozonwanj, and 
Kimberly Lovell, it was exciting, hilarious, and 
honest.  

Danica Elias and Victoria Woodcock put togeth-
er an inventive and fourth wall-smashing mock-
umentary on just what it takes to put together a 
fi nal project, Procrastination. The audience was 
laughing from the very start with opening cred-
its that read, “Starring: poor life choices, energy 
drinks, all-nighters”. 

Anger Management Canada was sharp witted 
and blunt. If Quentin Tarintino had directed a 

movie version of Waiting for Godot and set it in 
the Great White North, you would have Anger 
Management Canada. This brilliant comedy has 
quick and captivating dialogue with a subtle but 
side-splitting build up. 

Liam Glover, Isabelle Joncas, Andrew Gordon 
Lloyd, Brandon Moyes, and Joel Pantalone all 
came together to work on the next peculiar 
little fi lm. The Roommate is neither fi ction nor 
tragedy, falling somewhere between a cynical 
and violent melodrama. 

What You Don’t Know About Teachers is a great 
documentary by Jacob Richard and Josee La-
roche.  It’s a refl ective look on fi lmmaker Rich-
ard’s old high school, Mother Teresa. He revis-
ited familiar hallways to meet teachers who’ve 
inspired him and to get their backstories. 

The This is Spinal Tap of our generation, The 
Next Big Thing, was Movie Night’s second moc-
kumentary and it failed to disappoint.  It’s the 
story of an up and coming rap group, their 
thoughts on the ‘game’, oppression within the 
music scene, and their eventual getting signed 
to a label. Sam Radford delivers a ridiculous 
monologue on how hard it is to be white but 
never once cracks a smile or breaks character. 

Movie Night ended with Alex Falsetto’s per-
sonal drama Wanderer. As the winner for best 
cinematography, this is a beautiful movie. It was 
full of melancholic shots of both Falsetto and 
his co-star Adam Laderoute wandering through 
Algonquin’s campus. It really ties together Wan-
derer’s feelings of confusion and fear for the 
future. 

All the fi lms featured on Movie Night were 
creative and entertaining with a diverse mix of 
funny, sad, scary, and realistic fi lm. Movie Night 
will continue to be a Media and Communication 
Studies tradition as long as students are willing 
to make such ingenious fi lms. 
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GAS Showcase Makes the Commons    
Building Pop!
On April 17, the Student Commons came alive 
with the sights and sounds of the GAS Student 
Showcase.  For three hours, between 4 to 7 
p.m., students, friends, parents, faculty and sta�  
were treated to an exhibition of the amazing 
talents of our GAS students.  The GAS Show-
case included artistic works from students in 
Pre-Animation and Illustration, Design Studies, 
and Introduction to Concept Art and Introduc-
tion to Fine Art as well as the musical talents of 
students in the Introduction to Music Industry 
Arts program. Just in front of the Algonquin 
Commons Theatre, Pre-Animation and Illustra-
tion Students displayed their portfolios with 
sketches of cartoon characters and monsters.  
When asked what they enjoyed most about 
the program, Jordan Meekis, Sylvain Fillatrault, 
Peter Mendler and Melody Tsui suggested the 
following:  the great teachers, life drawing class, 
the chance to be creative, and designing post-
ers.  Another student in the same program, 
Vanessa Rowett, mentioned that she had been 
drawing and sketching her whole life but that 
the Pre-Animation and Illustration Program was 
the fi rst opportunity for her to truly develop 
her artistic skills with the hope of working for “a 
place like Disney” one day.  

Near the Introduction to Concept Art program 
display that highlighted imaginary landscapes
and characters, easels were set up for partici-
pants to try their hand at drawing a model

dressed as a wizard.  In the main foyer, stu-
dents in the Design Studies program eagerly 
chatted with showcase visitors and shared 
information about a variety of drawings, photo-
graphs, masks, posters, and room designs that 
displayed their artistic fl air and skills.  While 
visitors wondered through the booths enjoy-
ing complimentary popcorn and cotton candy, 
students in the Introduction to Music Industry 
Arts program played acoustic guitars and sang 
a medley of songs that gave a great “live venue” 
vibe to the GAS Showcase.  Congratulations to 
the sta� , students and faculty for an excellent 
GAS Showcase this year!
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Exceptional-Extraordinary-Exemplary: 
Experience Sonder
By Emily Benson-Kallman, Introduction to Fine Art Student

The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows defi nes 
sonder (n.) as “the realization that each random 
passerby is living a life as vivid and complex 
as your own—populated with their own ambi-
tions, friends, routines, worries and inherited 
craziness—an epic story that continues invis-
ibly around you like an anthill sprawling deep 
underground, with elaborate passageways to 
thousands of other lives that you’ll never know 
existed.”  

Students, friends, family, sta�  and faculty were 
treated to a glimpse into many artists’ creative 
lives at Experience Sonder, a fi ne art exhibit 
held as part of the 11th annual General Arts and 
Science Showcase that took place on April 17 to 
celebrate the achievements of students in the 
Introduction to Concept Art, Pre-Animation and 
Illustration, Design Studies, and Introduction to 
Music Industry Arts programs.

The incredible art pieces from the Introduction 
to Fine Art Program were an Algonquin student 
must-see!  Experience Sonder highlighted the 
multi-media works of students in the Introduc-
tion to Fine Art Program as three of the private 
meeting rooms in the Student Commons Build-
ing were transformed into galleries. The exhibit 

delighted viewers and many audience members 
were able to experience live printmaking dem-
onstrations by the artists.

The program’s professors Natasha Mazurka, 
Amy Schissel, Robert Hinchley, and Violet 
Storto juried each of the works in order to cre-
ate a strong, harmonious exhibit. The timeless 
art pieces included paintings, drawings, mixed 
media, prints, three-dimensional works such as 
sculptures and many other artistic mediums.  
Through their courses in the Introduction to 
Fine Art Program, students explored diverse 
styles from many artistic movements and used 
these concepts as inspiration for their pieces.  
Over two semesters, the graduates studied a 
wide array of artistic practices, and all students 
were encouraged to submit their best works 
to the show. Each emerging artist comes from 
a di� erent artistic and cultural background as 
demonstrated in the diversity of the art pieces.  
The collection proved to be a great inspiration 
for the artists themselves as well as a myriad of 
visitors from outside the College. Many students 
received great compliments and the show was 
a fantastic opportunity for art collectors; a few 
students even sold pieces!  

Experience Sonder also provided an opportu-
nity to share information about the Introduction 
to Fine Art program with prospective students.  
The General Arts and Science Showcase was 
a mecca for anyone interested in pursuing a 
career within the arts industry or even for those 
who simply want to practice art. Algonquin 
College anticipates a new group of Fine Art 
students next year and expects the program to 
continue growing and supporting emerging lo-
cal artists.  



Aboriginal Students’ Graduation Ceremony
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On Monday, April 28, the 2014 Aboriginal 
Graduates Honouring Ceremony took place in 
the Algonquin Commons Theatre.  This annual 
ceremony brings together Aboriginal graduates 
from the University of Ottawa, Carleton Univer-
sity, Heritage College, and Algonquin College 
to celebrate their academic achievements.  This 
year students from both the GAS Aboriginal 
Studies program and the GAS Year II program 
took part in the Ceremony and were praised for 
their hard work and determination.  GAS Ab-
original Studies Professor, Velvet Johnson, en-
joyed the opportunity to share in the students’ 
success and to meet their families.  Waubgeshig 
Rice, author and news reporter, was the Master 
of Ceremonies.  Three community elders, Jim 
Albert, Lois McCallum and Barb Sevigny  pre-
sented the Opening Prayers followed by wel-
come speeches by Laura Stanbra, VP Student 
Services and Claudette Commanda.  The key-
note address was presented by Mary Spencer, a 
national and world boxing champion who won 
the Olympic bronze medal in 2012.  The O-Town 
Boyz with drummers Greg Meekis, and Brad 
and Sage Picody shared traditional drum songs 

while students from Nunavut Sivuniksavut pre-
sented throat singing and traditional dancing.
After the ceremony, graduates and guests were 
treated to traditional native dishes prepared by 
Cezin Nottaway, graduate of the Culinary Arts 
program at Algonquin College and owner of 
Wawatay Catering.  Special thanks to Neal Free-
land for sharing information about this year’s 
Aboriginal Students Graduating Ceremony, and 
to Alice Beaudoin for the photos.  
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On Saturday, March 8, Rich Lauzon, along 
with his daughters, was interviewed by Mor-
gan Ho� man of InnerSpace.  In the interview, 
Rich explains the kind of art that appears in 
his book, The Art of Richtoon.  As a profes-
sor in Pre-Animation and Illustration, Rich 
continually doodles, draws and creates excit-
ing characters and caricatures.  The interview 
can be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=dqBq612l1eA.

A new addition to the GAS faculty, Professor 
Julie Harrison, has been active in the commu-
nity.  On April 9, Julie attended National We Day 
at the Canadian Tire Centre.  As an initiative of 
Free the Children, We Day is a educational and 
inspiring day for youth involved in charitable 
activities to change the world.  Julie also acted 
as the Master of Ceremonies at the BConnected 
Conference for social media learning and net-

working which took place at the NAC on April 
12 and 13. In addition, Julie spoke at the Word-
Camp Ottawa Conference, a two-day event at 
Carleton University which focused on the 
popular and powerful content management 
system WordPress.  

In addition to working with current students in 
the Introduction to Fine Art program, Natasha 
Mazurka has been helping alumni organize an 
exhibition at the Council for the Arts Ottawa to 
be held from May 9 to June 6.  Natasha’s eff orts 
to connect Algonquin students with local gal-
leries and artistic circles create an e� ective and 
productive network for students to explore and 
expand as their careers develop.

Finally, a huge "CONGRATULATIONS!" to Pro-
fessor Lisa Kawaguchi who ran the Boston 
Marathon for the fi fth time on April 21, 2014!  

OUR FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Wishing you all a 
       safe and relaxing summer!


