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         MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

 Happy Holidays to our GAS students, faculty and staff!  

 

The holiday season is a time to give thanks for all the gifts of 

the past year and to look forward with great anticipation to 

the New Year.  It’s a time to be thankful for our faculty and 

staff and for their continued commitment to ensuring that 

our students succeed.  

This past semester we welcomed over 1300 students into  

15 programs.  For many of our students, attending a post-

secondary institution for the first time meant navigating not 

only the halls of Algonquin College, but discovering how to 

become autonomous learners capable of meeting rigorous 

academic standards and becoming accountable for their own 

learning.  It can often times be overwhelming.   

I am always amazed at what our students accomplish with 

the support of our faculty, student success specialists and 

staff who encourage each student to find and follow a 

distinct academic path that will lead to his/her prospective 

goal, be it another program within the many options 

available at Algonquin College, another post-secondary 

institution or the work force.   I offer a heartfelt “thank you” 

to all staff and faculty who continue to help our students 

along their paths to success. 

As we end this semester, I wish you all a safe and happy 

holiday and wish you the very best in the coming year.   

Take time to rest, spend time with family and friends, and 

appreciate the splendor of the winter days. 
 

Sherryl Fraser 

 

  GENERAL ARTS AND SCIENCE

 

 

GASlines Submissions 

Please send to Adele Yamada 

yamadaa@algonquincollege.com 
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Aboriginal Studies Orientation 

Adele Yamada, GAS Communications Professor 

In the third week of September, about 30 Aboriginal Studies students took part in a three-day orientation 

designed to help the new group of first-year students get to know one another and enjoy a learning 

experience outside of the traditional classroom.  The orientation took place at MacSkimming Outdoor 

Recreation Centre located in Ottawa’s east end.  The facility features a beautiful two-storey log cabin which 

functions as a dining area and meeting room.    

 

Upon arrival at the camp, two tasks had to be completed.  The first was to assemble a traditional teepee to 

mark the beginning of the orientation session.  The second was to cut wood and light a campfire which was 

kept alight throughout the orientation.  As in times past, the campfire served as a source of light and warmth 

and as a place for storytelling.  Aboriginal Studies Program Coordinator and Professor Louise Lahache shared 

several stories of her life growing up in Winneway, Quebec.  Over two nights, many of the students also 

found their voices and told stories of their experiences growing up in different reservations in Ontario, 

Quebec, Nunavut, and the east and west coasts.  At the end of the orientation, students commented that the 

little “village” at MacSkimming had come to feel like home and that they were excited about their program 

and about their new friendships with fellow students.   

 

 
Aboriginal Studies students enjoy their orientation at MacSkimming Outdoor Recreation Centre.   
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Scavenger Hunt a Success! 
Justin Adjokatcher, Media and Communication Student 
 
Students from the Pre-Health Sciences program at Algonquin College participated in a scavenger hunt during 

the first week of September to get familiar with the school and to get to know their classmates.  Two hundred 

and forty-seven students participated in the scavenger hunt from September 2 to 4.  Students were given a list 

of room numbers and brief descriptions of the office, room or area they were to find.  At each station, 

students had to answer skill-testing questions in order to continue.  Along with the opportunity to win great 

prizes, students were able to meet their classmates and get a good grasp of places around the college. 

Victoria Huddleson, a first year student in Pre-Health Sciences, says students were put into groups of three 

and took pictures of the answers they wrote on mini whiteboards stationed at each location.  The group that 

came back to the starting point with all the right answers won the best prizes.    

“If you've never been to the school before, then it's a nice way to venture through it instead of doing it alone 

for your first time,” said Huddleson.   

 

The Pre-Health Sciences faculty team who organised the scavenger hunt were thrilled with the outcome. 

“They had a blast,” said Professor Linda McDevitt, “Most of the Pre-Health students are first-years.  They were 

communicating and laughing; you can tell that they were really comfortable.” 

Most of the Pre-Health professors’ offices are in the B-building and the scavenger hunt helped the students to 

become familiar with the office locations: 

“It really helped the students out a lot, especially figuring out the tricky B-rotunda,” said Professor Janna 

Redmond.  Faculty hope to make this an annual event. 

 

 

A team of Pre-Health Sciences students successfully completes the scavenger hunt. 
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Nursing Students’ Orientation 

Kimberly McCarthy, Media and Communication Student 

 

Professor Diana Partridge, Coordinator of the General Arts and Science Pre-Nursing program, hosted an info-

social with over 80 students who are in the program to offer ideas and advice to help them with their future 

plans after graduation from the one-year program. The event took place in T102 on October 16. 

Professor Partridge presented various options for post-graduation from the Pre-Nursing program including 

staying at Algonquin College (Woodroffe and/or Pembroke campus), or the University of Ottawa, Trent 

University, St-Lawrence College or a collaboration with Laurentian University.  The overall GPA required to be 

accepted into each of these programs is as follows:  

 University of Ottawa – 89% 

 Algonquin (Woodroffe campus) – 87% 

 Algonquin (Pembroke campus) – 79% 

 Bachelor of Science in Nursing program St-Lawrence – 73% 

 Trent University – 75% 

 

Professor Partridge cautioned, " If grades in a previous college or university program are less than 75%, that’s 

when you come up with a back up plan."  Some back up plans include: 

 Applying to practical nursing before Feb. 1, 2015; 

 Maintaining a 73% average over both semesters; and 

 Repeating the GAS Pre-Nursing program to earn a diploma. 

 
 

The presentation ended with a lively and 

enthusiastic question and answer session.  

Afterwards, Professor Partridge commmented, 

 

"There were a significant number of students.  

An admissions officer from the University of 

Ottawa was there to provide information about 

the Bachelor of Science Nursing program.  And 

that’s something for which I’m thankful."  

 

 

 

Professor Diana Partridge shares information with students at the 

2014 Orientation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After graduating from Media and Communication, Laura Kidd went on to study public 

relations at Algonquin and is now working as a communications assistant for the Royal 

Ottawa:  “I love what I do including writing and designing the newsletter for the Royal 

Ottawa.” Laura Kidd has a wide range of interests including writing, fashion, and being 

involved in the community.   She claims that “completing the final project, a presentation 

for Media Dynamics” helped her decide on her current career in public relations. 

 

Kat Guerin graduated from GAS in 2008 and ended up taking the Journalism program at both 

Algonquin and the University of Ottawa.  While at Algonquin, she was the photo editor for Glue 

Magazine.  She says GAS media helped prepare her for the highly competitive world of journalism: 

“Without the GAS program, I would not have developed the skills needed to write for the media.” 

Kat Guerin is currently a communications specialist with Health Canada. 

 
 

 

 

After graduating from GAS, Kelly Rusk also studied public relations.  She is currently working as a 

media specialist for Benfield Marketing and Communications, an Ottawa agency.  She says the GAS 

Media and Communication program “absolutely helped guide me into my current career path.” 

 

 

John Leonard took GAS media last year and now loves the professional writing program 

offered here at Algonquin.  Professional writing gives students the skills to learn how to 

write in a variety of styles.  The GAS program was instrumental in helping him make his 

decision: “Al Uhryniw in particular really helped guide me into a program I love.” 
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Media Alumni Return to AC to Meet First-Year Students 

Kimberly McCarthy, Media and Communication Student 

Over 50 students from the one-year General Arts and Science Media and Communication Program took part in the 

fourth annual Media Career Night on Monday, November 10.  A mix of first- and second-year students joined program 

graduates to find out about possible careers.  With a set up much like speed dating, students had a chance to learn 

more about radio, television, public relations, print journalism, professional writing, advertising and performing arts. 

The event gave students an opportunity to ask questions about a variety of fields related to media and communications 

and also helped students to get an idea of what they would like to study after graduating this year.  Alumni shared 

information about their current programs or the ones they graduated from; then they talked about where they are now 

and what they do. They answered as many questions as asked. 

Overall, the night was deemed a great success:  "It really helped me get an idea of what I would like to do after this 

program. The event was really helpful and I really enjoyed it", said Nicholas Ferguson, a student in the Media and 

Communication program.  
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Tinsel Town or O-Town – What do Students Prefer? 

Melinda Tombs, Media and Communication Student 

 

On Thursday, October 23, retiring Deputy Mayor Steve Desroches spoke to 86 GAS students and addressed 

current municipal issues such as the LRT project and urban sprawl.  Later, he wondered about voter apathy 

among younger Canadians.  Mr. Desroches commented that many people seem to think students care more 

about Hollywood gossip than about much-need infrastructure in the Ottawa area:  “LRT expansion is very 

important to the capital.  We are looking at a major expense for roads and bridges.  But light rail is a way to 

reduce those expenditures,” said the outgoing councilor. 

Mr. Desroches also emphasized that voter apathy among the young is not due to a “couldn’t care less 

attitude.”  Instead he pointed to archaic voting methods and stated, “Students are busy people too.  And there 

is no reason why they couldn’t use their personal electronic devices to cast their ballots, rather than go to a 

place they may not know and is out-of- the-way.”  The former Deputy Mayor’s thoughts on social media 

included a comment about twitter: “I’ll only respond to a tweet if it’s from a real name, not a slang moniker.” 

After explaining his role as a councilor and deputy mayor, Mr. Desroches opened the floor to questions.  Some 

students asked how he plans to attract young voters.  With a comment connecting back to the importance of 

social media, Mr. Desroches stated: “I believe having new younger city councilors who stay up to date with 

communication technology is part of the solution.”  

He concluded by saying the Ottawa government wants to provide 

answers and resources and he encouraged young people to get 

involved with their local government, ask questions, and find out 

what resources are available.    

Students left feeling more confident that government is there to 

work with and for them.  Student Michael Sloan said, “Steve 

Desroches answered my questions very thoroughly and I learned 

a lot” and Ben Griffin, a student who has never voted before, says 

he definitely will in the next election. 

The evening was organized by Media and Communication Co-

coordinator and Professor Jon Parker who is sure the reason 

younger voters don’t go to the polls is related to a lack of 

essential information.   

“And that is the reason we have this night,” says Parker.  “It’s a 

chance students have to talk candidly with someone in office.” 

 

 

 
Former Deputy Mayor  

Steve Desroches 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cree Nation of Algonquin Takes the Win!   

Adele Yamada, GAS Communications Professor  

On Friday November 21 at the Nepean Sportsplex, the Cree Nation of Algonquin hockey team wowed 

the crowd with an exceptional demonstration of hockey skills and teamwork.  The hockey 

tournament hosted by Algonquin College was a round robin with eight teams competing.  The Cree 

Nation team fielded less than two lines and had only nine players plus a goalie for three games – but 

they made it to the finals!  

The team headed into the final game with only eight skaters as one of the players had to return to 

the college for class.  Tension ran high as the third period drew to a close with the game tied.  After a 

tremendous seven player shootout and a key save by goalie Eric Snowboy, Russell Dixon took a shot 

and scored the winning goal!  Congratulations to GAS Aboriginal Studies students Trevor Saganash, 

Mark Rupert and Tyler Coonishish, and their teammates Dave Lazarus, Marvin Diamond, Russell 

Dixon, Tyrone Moses, Michael Kawapit, and Jarris Gull.  Special appreciation goes to goalie Eric 

Snowboy who won the Most Valuable Player award.   

Hockey fans, take note that the Cree Nation of Algonquin hockey team is looking forward to 

defending their title at the next hockey tournament in March.   
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The Cree Nation of Algonquin College Hockey Team celebrates their tournament win! 
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Learning from Teachable Moments 

Tina Vlad, GAS Professor  

 

Sometimes I take time to think about why teaching means so much to me.  It hasn’t been an easy undertaking 

since I came to Canada; the work isn’t steady, it’s been tough establishing a community, and I sometimes still 

feel like an outsider.  And there are the students: the ones who come to class and the ones whose attendance 

peters off somewhere in the middle of the semester, whose attitudes, frustrations, and anxieties can 

sometimes make teaching such a challenge.  On the other hand, my colleagues are wonderful; in taking time 

to validate my frustrations, lending a supportive ear, and sharing with me their own joy of teaching, they 

remind me about why I pursued the profession in the first place.  I’d like to share a moment of my own, a 

learning delight amidst all the uncertainties of teaching. 

 

The “teacher” in this story is a vocal student who willingly and regularly has shared thoughts with the 

class.  All semester, this student has asked questions, voiced displeasure and challenged course content.  

Always, though, I sensed a great sincerity and a charming earnestness in this young person. 

Like other professors, I have struggled to find the right balance of computer and cell phone use in the 

classroom.  My concern (shared by others) is that the presence of personal technology is more of a distraction 

and impedes learning more than supports it in class.  To help students raise their awareness and re-learn how 

to listen actively and truly “attend” to the lecture materials, I have tried several methods.  My first approach 

was to use humour.  Then I tried being more direct (i.e. “turn them off”) but still with attempts at humour 

because nowadays students must struggle to control their need to check their phones or update Facebook; 

they are weak to the temptation of technology. Truthfully, their professors are sometimes not much better. 

 

In Week 14, however, I lost patience.  Frustrated by their lack of focus, I read the class the riot act and told 

them that their behaviour was just plain rude.  Of course, as luck would have it, my (well-deserved) speech 

was during the class on communication and conflict!  The irony did not escape me.  Regardless, at the end of 

the class, the lecture touched on constructive criticism.  Having worked through our conflict, I felt 

comfortable informing the students that the following week, I would ask for theirs regarding the course, and I 

challenged them to consider if they were courageous enough to ask for and receive constructive criticism on 

their performance as students. 

 

 

Continued on page 8 
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Learning from Teachable Moments (continued) 

Tina Vlad, GAS Professor  

The following week arrived, and rather than the laid-back, not-so-engaged class I was expecting, there was a 

change of tone.  My student-of-many-questions asked a series of questions rather aggressively and took the 

opportunity to criticize the textbook fiasco at the beginning of term, as well as the overall purpose of the 

course.  It was clear that the rest of the class was enjoying seeing me put on the spot, and although I 

responded to the student’s criticism and provided rationales and explanations as needed, the strange energy 

I felt in the room was accentuated by a provocative remark that got my ire up.  After ending the class a bit 

earlier than anticipated, I wondered if any of the students were now going to have the courage to ask for 

constructive criticism. 

Much to my surprise and delight, the student who had criticized the course the most was the first of three 

who accepted the challenge.  Not only did this student ask for constructive criticism, but also offered an 

apology to me for the role played in what had seemed a strange and unfortunate class.  I was blown away by 

the student’s sincerity and the courage demonstrated in a true desire to learn and improve.  This young 

person showed what it means to be vulnerable in learning and shortly after, two other students, following 

this courageous example, were able to take the same risk. 

 

So, we sat together, this bright, interesting and likable student and me and I shared these adjectives.  I added 

a few other comments and then brought up the day’s class and the fact that I had found the overly critical 

attitude a little out of character.  With extraordinary insightfulness, this young person stated that in spite of 

mentally rehearsing the constructive feedback, it had not come out as expected and that this had been a 

surprise.  Further, the student confessed that the end of the term was a bit more difficult to manage than 

had been expected and that stress had played a large part in the strong emotions displayed.   Oh dear, I 

thought.  A warm and fuzzy feeling overcame me, as did a deep appreciation for these moments of learning – 

of self, of others, of respect, of tolerance.  It lightened my heart and reaffirmed my purpose here at the 

college.   

    

I realized a little later that this – these brief moments of clarity– is why I teach.  I find it such a privilege and a 

delight to interact with young people and share in their moments of understanding and personal growth.  I 

hope that what they receive from me, academically and in whatever other ways I may have influence, 

matches all I learn from them. 

 

 
In teaching you cannot see the fruit of a day's work. It is invisible and 

remains so, maybe for twenty years. ~Jacques Barzun 
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Julie Harrison, a Communications Professor in GAS, is a 

prolific wordsmith.  Her blog, Coffee with Julie, was 

nominated in two categories for the Canadian Weblog 

Awards, a juried competition.  Click here to find out 

more about this prestigious award. 

In addition to this recognition for Julie’s honest, 

humourous and insightful blog, she was also invited to 

be a contestant in a travel blogging contest where 25 

travel bloggers from around the world will have the 

opportunity to tour Kerala, India for two weeks.  Click 

here to check out the contest.   

Julie has also been honoured locally for her blogging 

skills, appearing on Daytime Ottawa on November 14 in 

an episode featuring Ottawa bloggers.  If you’d like to 

share a virtual coffee with Julie sometime, click here!  

 

 

Professor Rich Lauzon with a copy of the 

book he recently illustrated. 

Anyone in GAS who knows Professor Rich Lauzon knows that Rich is 

never far from a drawing board.  And his love of drawing pays off in 

many ways.   

Two years ago, Rich took part in the Game Summit Convention in 

Gatineau.  While exhibiting his book and drawings, he took the 

opportunity to sketch – of course – and a fellow exhibitor, author 

Joanne Lecuyer, noticed him sketching a dragon.  An interesting 

conversation ensued.   

It turns out that Rich’s dragon drawing became the inspiration for 

the author’s latest children’s book, My Friend Merlin, a positive 

fantasy about two boys who grow up to become a druid and a king.  

The story features over 20 of Rich’s warmly whimsical drawings 

that highlight a mystical adventure and the characters’ appeal.  The 

story was published by Topsy Books in 2014.  For more information, 

please visit topsybooks.com.  

 

 

 

Practicing What They Teach 

 

 

Professor Julie Harrison with Derick Fage, the host of 

Daytime Ottawa. 

https://twitter.com/coffeewithjulie/status/540852761827745792
http://keralablogexpress.com/user/single_participant/567
http://keralablogexpress.com/user/single_participant/567
http://www.julieharrison.ca/

