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 One of my favourite quotes is the following from Albert 

Einstein: “It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in 

creative expression and knowledge.”  On behalf of the faculty 

and staff in General Arts & Science, I want to thank you, the 

students, for allowing us the opportunity to “… awaken joy…” 

during this academic year.   

So many of you will continue your journey along either an 

academic or a vocational path, and I am confident that the 

knowledge and skills that you have developed during your 

time in GAS will serve you well for years to come.  You should 

be very proud of your accomplishments.  May your great 

college memories last longer than your student loan payments! 

While saying goodbye and congratulations to our graduating 

class, I also want to encourage our GAS students who are 

continuing in their programs this spring semester.  Although 

the summer sun may tempt you from the classroom, “keep 

calm and study on!” 

Although personal and professional accomplishments are too 

numerous to list, I want to thank and congratulate the GAS 

faculty and staff for their continued commitment to student 

success.  We can be especially proud of the endowment of the 

GAS Certificate Bursary to be awarded on a yearly basis to a 

student in financial need.  This success is the result of many 

years of fundraising and the efforts of so many in the 

department.  Congratulations! 

Lastly, I want to thank Diana Partridge and wish her much 

happiness and joy in her retirement.  GAS will not be the same 

without you!   

Have a wonderfully exciting (yet safe) summer! 

Myriam Thanasse 

 

GASlines Submissions 

Please send to Adele Yamada 

yamadaa@algonquincollege.com 

 

 



  

       

     WE DAY Keynote Address at Algonquin College 

       Justin Adjokatcher, Media and Communication Student  

Jay Smith, professor of Environmental Studies, Sustainability Advocate, and Student Success 
Specialist, attended Craig Keilburger’s keynote presentation which took place on January 29, 2015.  
 
Craig was a 12-year-old who took the initiative to change the world after reading a story of the life 
and death of a child slave.  The speaker, who advocates finding your “spark” and adding your “gift”, 
recalled a childhood trip to downtown Toronto with his mother.  As she searched for change in her 
purse, his mother held a conversation with the person she was helping and learned the person’s 
name and asked questions.  The memory of his mother’s kindness and attention to people and their 
stories has stuck with Craig and is part of his message to young people across Canada.  

When asked about his motivation for participating in We Day events, Professor Jay Smith stated:          
“I got involved simply because I believe sustainability is the most important topic of our time. I try to 
stay on top of events happening around campus and in our community.”  Jay Smith added, “It was 
very inspiring; there were about 500 students who attended the presentation.”  

Many of the suggestions from Craig echo Jay Smith’s message to students: “With students, I try to 
motivate them to think about how to act and live more sustainably, and to get them to encourage 
others to do so as well.” 

 

 

 

 
Professor Jay Smith with Craig Keilburger and students Fraser Young and Aarika Charlebois.  
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Who Says Radio is Dead? 

Michelle Gallant, Media and Communication Student 

Students in the Media and Communication program were treated to a hands-on workshop in Algonquin 

College’s radio studio this semester. 

Professor Al Uhryniw organized the workshop that allowed students to get first-hand experience with 

recording a radio ad for an advertising assignment.  Since many students take the Media and Communication 

program to develop a good base of skills and to get a feel for the media field, those who attended the 

workshop found the experience to be very useful both as a way to learn new skills and to see if radio 

broadcasting is a good fit for them.  

First-year Media and Communication student Jean-Pierre Marleau praised the experience: “I really like that 

we did our recording a couple of times and captured the best audio for our ad.  I would say it’s very useful if 

you're taking radio next year.  I'm a big fan of radio and getting that experience of going in a real studio was 

unreal.”  

Another student in the program, Brandon Burke, says it was a great experience overall and that it was 

interesting to see how everything gets edited and put together.  He added that Al does a great job with the 

course and he thinks offering this workshop gives students tons of experience and can help them as they 

move forward in their education and their careers.  

Students who attended the workshop were thankful that they had the opportunity to get a feel for the 

industry and record their own ads in a professional and friendly setting.  

                                            
Jean-Pierre Marleau recording his radio ad at Algonquin College.           Brandon Burke in the radio studio at Algonquin College. 
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Blanket Ceremony Experience 

Jennifer Sterne, General Arts and Science Professor 

 
Students in the Year 2 Community Engagement course had the privilege of participating in a Blanket Ceremony 

workshop hosted by Jackie Tenute and Tony Mendes from the Mamidosewin Centre.   Students were immediately 

drawn into this unique experience when Jackie opened the ceremony with a song accompanied by her drum followed 

by an icebreaker illustrating the strength of unity. 

The workshop centred on Canadian history and how the impacts of a colonial system have affected Indigenous people 

and present day Canadians.   The workshop was very interactive, allowing participants to stand on beautiful handmade 

blankets that represented territories in Canada.  Students moved on and off of the blankets as they weaved their way 

through Canadian history and recognized the impacts on Aboriginal people. 

A peaceful and tranquil smudging ceremony finished the session, allowing us to feel the positive emotions that underlie 

a positive attitudes towards our future in Canada.  Students debriefed in a talking circle and shared their impressions of 

the experience and related what they learned to their future careers. 

Community Engagement emphasizes the necessity for respect for local and global communities and fosters a sense of 
personal and social responsibility.  The Blanket Ceremony illustrated that through education, we develop positive 
attitudes which lead to positive behaviours, tolerance, acceptance and equality for all. 

Students from Year 2 in GAS are moving towards a variety of careers including nursing, social work, policing, forestry, 

ECE, health service, and creative art.  This experience reinforced the importance and empowerment of offering ALL 

services to ALL people. 

Thank you to Jackie and Tony and their team of volunteers and staff who helped facilitate the experience.  A special 

“thank you” goes out to Kyle (current Year 2 student) and Greg (former GAS student). 

 

Jennifer Sterne 

Professor, General Arts and Science 

 

 

    
Year 2 students take part in the Blanket Ceremony honouring our First Nations’ history. 
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 GAS Bursary Fundraiser a Big Hit! 

 Michelle Gallant, Media and Communication Student 
 

Greenfield’s Pub & Eatery was flooded with energy and  

a sense of community on February 7, 2015. The faculty of 

Algonquin College and many others celebrated at the  

5th Annual Big Hit Bursary Dance Fundraiser – and a big hit it  

was!  

 

The purpose of the evening was to raise money for  

bursaries for students in the General Arts and Science  

(GAS) programs who are struggling financially.  

 

Although the estimated total was $5000, about $5,500 was actually raised which surpassed this year’s goal. 

The event began at 6 p.m. for those who opted for dinner and a show. The live music began at 8 p.m. as The 

Wise Guys took the stage.  Their energetic original songs and inspiring covers left the crowd wild with 

excitement.  The Cooper Brothers were eagerly welcomed as the headliners of the event after a long hiatus.  

Their sets combined an exciting mix of old and new songs which got even more people out on the dance floor 

to enjoy the music.  

The money was raised by purchasing tickets for the event, as well 

as bidding on silent auction items and 50/50 raffle tickets.   One 

of the most notable items in the silent auction was a Fender 

guitar signed by the Cooper Brothers.  Other items included an 

Ottawa Senators ticket package and donations from companies 

in the community.  

Sherryl Fraser, the Chair of GAS, was thrilled that the tickets sold 

out. She is ecstatic that bursaries provide support for students 

who are struggling.  Since the fundraisers in the past have been  

so successful, money has been allocated for bursaries so that  

GAS can continue to provide students in need with financial 

support.  

Sherryl also wishes to extend a special thank you to Lou Di Millo for organizing the event and to all those who 

attended and contributed to the fundraiser.  
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The Cooper Brothers ignite the crowd at the  

2015 Big Hit Bursary Fundraiser. 

 
Stunning signed Fender guitar!  



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Special Guest in the Classroom… 
Adele Yamada, General Arts and Science Professor 

Professors work hard to bring knowledge to life in the classroom from week to week, and every 

now and again, it’s a real treat to have a special guest visit to share ideas, experience and 

advice.  On March 2, the students in the Pre-Trades program enjoyed an afternoon with Brad 

Smith, a well-known contractor and construction project manager in the Ottawa area.   Brad 

discussed a variety of topics related to working in the construction industry and establishing a 

successful career in the trades.  The students were able to ask Brad a range of questions and 

afterwards, expressed their thanks for the fascinating anecdotes and great advice.   
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Students in the Pre-Trades program and Professor Gordon MacGregor (far left) enjoy an afternoon with Brad 

Smith (left, back row). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

Introduction to Music Industry Arts students pose as  

statues for two minutes and confound students in the  

B-building rotunda who look around curiously.   

 

…and Statues in the Rotunda 
Adele Yamada, General Arts and Science Professor 

Everything seemed perfectly normal.  It was just a regular Wednesday afternoon in the B-building rotunda with 

students sitting at tables chatting, snacking, texting and snoozing.  A few Introduction to Music Industry Arts 

students were enjoying an impromptu jam, playing their guitars and singing a tune to get a few feet tapping.  And 

then suddenly, the band stopped mid-chord -- and froze.  Students looked up from what they were doing to see 

what had happened: all around the rotunda, a tableau of students became apparent, stuck in mid-strum, mid-

step, mid-clap, and mid-song.   At a cue from their Business Marketing Professor, Mike Wood, Introduction to 

Music Industry Arts students froze into living statues as part of their flash mob activity this semester.  Professor 

Wood likes to add one activity that engages with the public so that students can experience the power and speed 

of social media.  His prediction about the crowd’s reaction was correct; as soon as the students in the rotunda 

realized that “something” was occurring, they snapped pictures, took videos and sent tweets and texts about 

what was going on.  After two minutes of intense stillness, Professor Wood stood up from the table, and at this 

signal, the Introduction to Music Industry Arts students resumed movement. The songs and the clapping 

continued as if nothing had happened.  It was just a regular Wednesday afternoon once again.   
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GAS Showcase Energy and Talent Dazzles the Crowd 

Adele Yamada, General Arts and Science Professor  

What better way to celebrate spring’s arrival than a celebration of imagination and creativity?  Students in 

the arts-focused GAS program – Introduction to Fine Art, Introduction to Music Industry Arts, Design Studies, 

Pre-Animation, and Concept Art Foundations – invited friends and family to come and be amazed!  This year’s 

Showcase re-imagined the concept of the “Wunderkammern,” early European cabinets of wonder that 

housed fanciful objects, unique creations, and unusual specimens.  Special thanks go to the students and the 

professors for creating and curating a truly wonderful show full of energy and excitement.  

With assistance from their students in the Introduction to Music Industry Arts program, Professors Bob Deeks 

and Lou set up a mini-music production studio which allowed guests to test out audio production software 

and appreciate the range of elements embedded and layered into a variety of songs.  

                                             

Professors Natasha Mazurka, Robert Hinchley, David Kaarsemaker and Corie Seed were proud to curate the 

Introduction to Fine Art “gallery of wonder” where this show’s artwork demonstrated a fantastic range of 

colours, textures, subjects, and experiences.  The collection included pen and ink drawings and sketches, 

watercolour and acrylic paintings, printed pieces and cut paper murals.   One intriguing piece featured a 

glowing paper tree sprouting from an old veterinary textbook.   
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The Introduction to 

Music Industry Arts 

group at the 

showcase (from left) 

Zach Owens, Tyler 

Davis, Nic McQuaig, 

Brad Beekmans, 

Adele Yamada, Lou, 

James Dean Johnson  

Introduction to 

Music Industry 

Arts Professors  

Bob Deeks and 

Lou Di Millo 

 

A book tree created by Rachel Patenaude  

Professors Natasha 

Mazurka, Robert 

Hinchley, David 

Kaarsemaker and 

Corie Seed 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GAS Showcase Energy and Talent Dazzles the Crowd (continued) 

Adele Yamada, General Arts and Science Professor  

                                                

Design Studies students also displayed a marvellous variety of artistic skills and creativity.  Individual 

portfolios displayed students’ work with professional flair while intricate foam structures, wildly decorative 

masks and stunning portraits reflected the skills and patience required to make memorable art.  In speaking 

with the Design Studies students at the Showcase, it became apparent that several have been accepted to 

diploma programs at Algonquin and that they are eager to return to their studies in September 2015. 

It is a testament to the abundance of creativity in GAS that the Showcase required two floors this year with 

both Pre-Animation and Concept Art Foundations setting up their displays on the second floor of the Student 

Commons.  Professor Anne Morgan, who teaches in the Concept Art Foundations program, enjoyed the 

opportunity to meet with current and prospective students interested in the expanding field of concept art.   

To provide a better idea of character creation, live costumed models posed for students to sketch     
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From left to right: Elaine 

Veitch, Erin Lewis, Gary 

Spence, Stephanie Caron-

Hawkins, Professor David 

Kaarsemaker, and 

Madison Schofield 

chat at the Showcase. 

 

The “Wunderkammern” 

gallery delights guests. 

Professor Anne Morgan shares her expertise and enthusiasm for 

Concept Art with current and prospective students.  

Artists and animators were given an opportunity to create 

sketches from live models at the Showcase. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GAS Showcase Energy and Talent Dazzles the Crowd (continued) 

Adele Yamada, General Arts and Science Professor  

The Pre-Animation program also drew a huge crowd of students and guests eager to share ideas, techniques 

and tips of the trade.  Professor and Co-ordinator of the GAS Pre-Animation program, Rich Lauzon, was 

pleased with the both the number of students who participated in the showcase this year and the quality of 

their work.  The move to a centralized studio space in the C-building basement has offered new opportunities 

for collaboration and ideas development, skills vital to in the animation and concept art fields.   

 

                   

Congratulations to all faculty and students in the 

GAS Arts programs for an engaging and successful 

GAS Showcase 2015! 

Professor Rich Lauzon celebrates his students’ hard work and 

talent at the showcase. 

Introduction to Music Industry Arts Students Celebrate with Song! 

Adele Yamada, General Arts and Science Professor  

On April 23, students in the Introduction to Music Industry Arts program took to the stage!  From 7:30 p.m. 

until after midnight, students performed with an amazing variety of musical talent.  Performing originals, 

covers, acoustic, rap, rock and pop songs, the students rocked the house with their energy and enthusiasm!  

 

 

Congratulations to Gideon Bolumbe for an excellent job  

as MC! 

                                 The whole Intro to MIA 2015 Family!  
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Honouring Achievement 
Adele Yamada, General Arts and Science Professor 

The Indigenous Graduate Honouring Ceremony, an event to recognize and honour First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis students who have successfully completed their program of study, took place on Monday, April 30.  
Students from Carleton University, the University of Ottawa, La Cité Collegiale, Heritage College and 
Algonquin College, along with faculty, staff, family and friends came together to celebrate academic 
achievement.   
Hosted by Waubgeshig Rice, the ceremony began with greetings and prayers from elders Albert Dumont, 
Reta Gordon and Barb Sevigny followed by a traditional celebratory drumming song performed by Barbara 
Hill.  Speakers Claudette Commanda, Laura Stanbra, and Della Meness praised the graduates for their hard 
work and determination and congratulated the graduates on their achievements.  
After graduates were awarded their diplomas along with a hand-beaded medicine bag, two presenters 
roused the audience’s emotions.  The first speech was presented by valedictorian, Alex Boudrias.   Alex spoke 
to the graduating class about building on their skills and new-found confidence and to go out into the world 
to make their next dreams, whatever they may be, come true as well.  The second presenter, Jean La Rose, 
CEO of the Aboriginal Peoples’ Network, also urged graduates to push beyond the limits imposed by treaties 
and unfair policies to forge new alliances and create new paths towards healthy, satisfying lives.   
The evening’s message of “trusting in your own knowledge” was reinforced by the musical and dance talents 
displayed by the guest entertainers.  Musical father-daughter duo David Finkle and Aurora Jade Finkle were 
accompanied by drummer Simon Handley and throat singer Pam Sevigny who together performed an 
incredible, unrehearsed set that highlighted their ability to blend sounds beautifully and create a sense of 
mystery and longing.  The mood jumped into high gear when dancers Bboy Dirty D and Bboy n.o.s.b. arrived 
on stage and wowed the crowd with their acrobatic moves.  The Ceremony offered graduates, guests, family 
and friends the opportunity come together and celebrate true achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

(Left) Valedictorian Alex Boudrias 

 

             (Right) Jean Le Rose (CEO APTN) 

 

    (Below)    2015 Graduates  
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25-Year Veteran Teacher Diana Partridge Retires 

Kimberly Dubuc-McCarthy, Media and Communication Student 

Diana Partridge, coordinator and teacher of the General Arts and Science Pre-nursing program, is retiring this June 

after working at Algonquin for 25 years.  She not only coordinates the program but teaches Biology and Anatomy and 

Physiology.    

Diana’s career in education started when a friend of Diana’s told her she would make a great teacher and that she 

should apply at Algonquin.  Diana applied and succeeded in obtaining a teaching job.   She started in the Academic 

Upgrading Department and later became a professor and the coordinator for the GAS Pre-nursing program.   

Diana graduated from the University of Victoria and was trained in medical lab technology.  She also volunteered 

 at St-Joseph’s hospital in Victoria and has a degree in mathematics, chemistry and biology.  

She enjoys being a teacher and says that the students keep her young.  Being a mom taught her many things about 

being a teacher.  Throughout the years, she has enjoyed helping and guiding the Pre-nursing students to understand 

their different pathways and options, to develop study skills and to improve their time management.  For years she 

has worked hard to tailor the program so it can be successful for future schooling.  Diana says, ‘It’s a very high 

demand program.  I help the students go from point A to point B.  It’s an interesting field.”  She also says that it’s not 

the just the subject matter that demands attention, but also trying to manage the puzzles students present in figuring 

out their backgrounds and where they want to go.  

After her retirement, Diana plans on volunteering, cross country skiing, travelling, spending time with her 

grandchildren, gardening, and just enjoying life.  She has noticed a big change at Algonquin throughout her years of 

teaching especially in terms of technology and increases in the cost of tuition.  Diana said: “Back in the day, we never 

had the tools and technology that we have today.  We never had answering machines; instead, we had secretaries 

writing down the messages.  I also wish the cost of tuition wouldn’t keep increasing; it was much cheaper before.   

It’s a downshift on students because they get into a lot of debt.”   Diana also says that if there’s one thing that hasn’t 

changed, it’s the students.  She is impressed by how hard students work.  Diana also loves the generosity of human 

spirit at Algonquin and admires the amount of care the teachers have for the students. 

                           
  

 

 

Diana fascinates biology students in the 

classroom, one of her favourite places to be. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

lines                        13 
A Fond Farewell and Many Heartfelt Thanks 

Myriam Thanasse, General Arts and Science Professor 

                           

The only trouble with retirement is you never get a day off!      

At this time of year, we joyfully celebrate the end of term  

and the start of spring but this year, many of us in  

General Arts and Science are befuddled because we also  

have to “celebrate” the end of a 25-year career and the  

retirement of our friend, colleague, and mentor, Diana Partridge.   

There is no doubt that Diana is a passionate professor and  

supportive program coordinator who has had a great influence  

on so many students.  She demonstrates a whole-hearted  

dedication to the lifelong success of her students by encouraging 

them and by helping each and every one of them find his/her path.   

For her colleagues, Diana is a brilliant, positive source of inspiration, a role model, a sounding board, and 

quite simply… a friend.  She is generous with her time, her experience, and her advice and we are so proud  

to work closely with her. Diana has taught us so many lessons over the years about teaching and living, but 

what I think we will cherish most are the laughs that we have shared over the silliest of things.     

James Keller said: “A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle.”  We want to thank Diana for not only 

sharing her light but for encouraging us to not be afraid of sharing our own light with those around us.  

Words cannot describe how much you mean to this department and to each of us who have been 

“enlightened” by you.  We wish you all the best on your new adventure.  You will be missed.   

                                                                

 
Best wishes for an amazing retirement, Diana! 

             

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://rlv.zcache.co.uk/funny_keep_calm_im_retired_now_coffee_mug-r9be80391cb4747d5b720980d52fee779_x7jgr_8byvr_324.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.zazzle.co.uk/funny%2Bmugs&h=324&w=324&tbnid=l-jRkvmdYXXfkM:&zoom=1&docid=WHtV6MVaB0DOiM&ei=JI9HVYv_OYKbNqiRgYAC&tbm=isch&ved=0CA4QMygGMAY4ZA

