
 
Donna Serafini celebrated her 25th year as a full time faculty at Algonquin College 
and completed her 40th year as a child and youth worker. 
 
Stephanie Griffin successfully completed her doctorate in Child and Youth Care in 
May 2011.  Her dissertation is entitled Negotiating Duality: A Framework for Un-
derstanding the Lives of Street-involved Youth. 
 
Lorie Hadley and Jane Trakalo were recognized for their work and dedication to 
Enhancing Student Learning through Community Service Learning Projects.  
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Project TEMBO - $3,422.00 
Big Brothers Big Sisters - $2,733.50 
Boys and Girls Club - $3,961.00 
For a grand total of $10,116.50. 

By Daphnee Rocheleau, first year student 

I am a first year child and youth worker 
who has had the great pleasure to be in-
volved in a community outreach project 
that has changed my perspective on life. 
As I stepped into my second semester, 
my field preparation seminar class was 
assigned to work with the Big Brothers 
Big Sisters agency to raise money for 
their recreational room. As we started 
planning and coming up with fundraising 
options I was a little hesitant to step out of 
my comfort zone in fear that I couldn‟t 
possibly make a difference, but despite 
my fears, I went on and gave my best to 
my team. 

At the end of the semester I was able 
to reflect that my group and I were 
able to change not one but many peo-
ples‟ lives. By simply stepping out of 
my little world I realized that raising 
money for a group of people who are 
less fortunate was a lot more reward-
ing than buying a new piece of clothing 
for myself, I felt proud, confident and 
most of all happy that I made a differ-
ence in my community. I have gained 
trust from my team members and 
made great new friends along the way. 
I am so grateful that I was a part of this 
great opportunity and will never forget 
the power a small group of people can 
have on one special cause. 
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CYW Student Baking for 

Charity 

Second year student, Nelson Blaskie, and his 
grade eight students were the creative forces 
behind an “Algonquin College” themed cake 
at Sacred Heart Catholic High School‟s well 
known charity Cake Auction.  This year‟s auc-
tion raised $31,000.00.  The proceeds of the 
auction went to support 14 local, national and 
international charities, including the Stittsville 
Food Bank, Candlelighters of Ottawa and 
Free the Children.   
 
For more info, please see the Ottawa Citi-
zen's article on the event, http://
www.occdsb.on.ca/media.php?mid=60761  

 

By Delphine Amer, second year student 

 

As my first year placement draws to an end, I find 
myself contemplating what child and youth works 
means to me personally. As closely attached that 
we become to the children we work with, we al-
ways need to bear in mind that we need to prepare 
them and ourselves for eventually letting go. 

 

Just recently, as I left class, I was reminded by 
Vicki how important it is to start closing the first 
chapter of my child and youth work at my place-
ment. After telling her about the strong compulsion 
I often have to hug the children I work with, she 
asked me whether I have begun to work on closing 
my first year placement. I responded by telling her 
that I am talking to the children about when I am 
leaving and she asked me whether I have begun to 
close this chapter for myself. When she asked me 
this, I realised how relevant it was that I should be-
gin to close this chapter for myself because the 
emotional bonds I have formed with many of the 
children I have worked with are much stronger than 
I had realised. As a mother, it is sometimes difficult 
to separate my need to nurture children and the 
professional role that I play in these children‟s 
lives. I know that it will be challenging to not occa-
sionally think about or wonder about some of these 
kids once I leave this placement. 

 

Realising that as Child and Youth Workers, we will 
ultimately be letting go of our clients enables us to 
focus on preparing them to grow and learn on their 
own. Becoming attached to children is easy to do 
but our job is to enable children to function well 
when we are with them and when we are no longer 
there. Doing our jobs well while we are with our cli-
ents will help us let go with the knowledge that we 
have provided them with tools to improve their lives 
and that we have hopefully planted seeds that will 
grow.  

 

   

Closing this Chapter 

News from the Profession 

 

The Child and Youth Care Accreditation pro-
gram uses an outcome focused model of ac-
creditation, which encourages educational pro-
grams to incorporate and demonstrate how 
these are met through the provision of evi-
dence that addresses the successful outcomes 
of the graduates of the program. 

The National Accreditation Project will be pi-
loted this coming year for Ontario Colleges at 
Cambrian College in Sudbury. 

This marks the next step in achieving Accredi-
tation for our field. 

http://www.occdsb.on.ca/media.php?mid=60761
http://www.occdsb.on.ca/media.php?mid=60761


In the summer of 2010, Emily Murphy Non-Profit Housing Corporation and 
Gloucester Non-Profit Housing took on a project in partnership with The Home 
Depot Canada Foundation and KABOOM with the mutual goal of creating a new 
and healthy outdoor play space.  

This project was a 4 month long initiative as it required immense preparation and 
commitment from both the staff and tenants within the community. Together we 

all worked diligently to raise awareness about the health hazards and risks that outdated play-
grounds pose to children including: contaminated soil, arsenic wood finishing, and loose structure 
pieces. As these projects usually take approximately one year to prepare for, Emily Murphy and 
Gloucester Non-Profit managed to pull everything together within only a few months. 

Our much anticipated „Build Day‟ took place on August 26
th
 2010 where 150 volunteers came to-

gether to participate in the construction of our new playground. This new structure created a proud 

sense of ownership and hope for the families within the community as they played a key role in the 

planning and building process. The final product symbolized the possibility of new beginnings and 

change for a population that is often stereotyped and furthermore marginalized.  
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GRAD CORNER: by Kathleen Sheer 
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BEFORE  AFTER 

Kathleen Sheer graduated in 2009 and currently works at Emily Murphy Non-Profit Housing Corporation. 

Where are they now…. 

Christine Gaitens (Grad 1993) —Head of Child and Youth Care for Toronto District School Board 

Caitlin O‟Connor (Grad 2009) —Will begin her Bachelor of Education in September, 2011 

April Mallett (Grad 2008) —Completing her Masters of CYC at the University of Victoria 



  

 
 
 
By Kristen Green, third year student 
 

I am sitting here thinking about my last three years in the program.  I am thinking about the assignments, the 
agency visits, the teachers and the placements.  There seems to have been so many things “stuffed” into 
these last three years.   

 
I remember feeling so overwhelmed my first year in the program.  I remember learning early on, that in this 
program and in this field, you have to step out of your comfort zone (which, if anyone knew me in first year, I 
was completely against), and from one of the very first classes we had in first year, we learned how.  For 
some, this would have been very difficult, but with the support of our teachers, we made it through three years 
of stepping outside of the comfort zone, and now we are preparing to graduate and asking youth that we work 
with, to step outside of their comfort zones. 
 
People ask me if I have learned anything over the past three years.  My response to them: “Is that even a se-
rious question?!”  From learning how to do proper APA formatting, to staying in the moment,  to building 
therapeutic relationships and trust within two minutes of meeting someone.  It‟s all possible.  We learned 
it.  We practice it daily.   I have even learned things that I didn‟t know I was learning.  I didn‟t know that I was 
learning to trust others in this program.  I was the CYW! I am supposed to be teaching youth to develop trust, 
not learning it myself!  But through the amazing guidance of the CYW faculty, both part time and full time, 
through week-long camping trips, and impromptu discussions about life, they have taught us that we need to 
trust, before others can trust us.  You find this a lot in the program.  You will be in class, and then a teacher 
says something, and a light bulb goes off, and you‟re like “Wow.... That‟s what that means!  I am totally al-
ready doing that!”  I think the teachers thrive off of these “light bulbs” or the facial expressions that we make 
when we finally get it. 
 

I trust that the faculty in the CYW program have provided me with the skills I need to be successful in the 
years to come.  I am preparing to leave this program, and move on with my life to the big city of Toronto to 
help make a difference in a place that is close to home.  The IRP has been handed in, and the mock interview 
is done.  It is now time; time to get that dream job of mine, time to change my resume from “student”, to “CYW 
graduate,” and time to go out and make a difference in the world. 
 
The CYW program has allowed me to feel confident in my abilities in making a change.  It has allowed me to 
look deeper, at myself, and at others.  It has allowed me to make a change.  Just as Mahatma Gandhi said 
“Be the change you want to see in the world”.  I plan to do just that. 
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Reflections on the Program 

3rd Year Winter Camp 

This year the 3rd year winter camp 
experience took place at Camp 
Smitty, the Boys and Girls Club 

 

 

The CYW staff pre-
pare for the start of 
CYW Olympics, one 

of the many fun-
filled activities that 
took place during 

the week. 

 


