
 

 
Introduction to Canadian Health Studies 

 
4-months introduction prior to health related studies at Algonquin College, for students with 
a conditional acceptance to any of the following programs:  
 

•Massage Therapy  
•Medical Radiation Technology  
•Respiratory Therapy  
•Dental Hygiene  
•Fitness and Health Promotion  

•Dental Assisting  
•Personal Support Worker 
•Practical Nursing  
•Paramedic  
•Medical Device Reprocessing 

 
Algonquin’s Introduction to Canadian Health Studies is designed to help international students 
integrate into the Canadian context in health studies, be more successful in their program, as well as 
their future employment. This introduction is offered to students with a conditional acceptance to all 
health studies at Algonquin, and will not address program specific content.  
 
Dates: September 2nd to December 13th for a January 2015 health program intake 
Cost: approx. $2,500.00 includes health insurance, books approx. $200 (fees subject to change) 
Description:  6 modules of 45 hrs average. See APPENDIX A for full modules descriptions 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
Successful completion and progression to the health studies program 
With the exception of ENL1813 which provides the student with a credit in any Algonquin College 
program, there will be no testing at the end of the 4-months introduction. Students who successfully 
complete the introduction will proceed to their original health program of choice. Attendance is 
compulsory and will play a major role in a student’s completion of the modules. A progress report will 
be shared with the student’s health program coordinator and attendance/participation will be carefully 
reviewed. 
 
Laptop requirements 
All students entering into the introduction are expected to have and use a laptop that meets the 
recommended hardware requirements to install Silverlight – please check systems requirements at 
http://www.microsoft.com/getsilverlight/Get-Started/Install/Default.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.microsoft.com/getsilverlight/Get-Started/Install/Default.aspx


 
APPENDIX A 
 
HLT0221 ACADEMIC READING, WRITING AND RESEARCH 
Students are introduced to reading strategies for high volume of college level academic texts to 
improve comprehension. They create text with the appropriate rhetorical focus for a variety of 
academic tasks related to health care. An understanding of what constitutes plagiarism and 
inappropriate sharing is developed, and the use of services and resources of the Learning 
Resource Centre is explained. (42 hours) 
 
ENL1813 COMMUNICATIONS I 
Communication remains an essential skill sought by employers, regardless of discipline or field 
of study. Using a practical, vocation-oriented approach, students focus on meeting the 
requirement of effective communications. Through a combination of lectures, exercises, and 
independent learning, students practice writing, speaking, reading, listening, locating and 
documenting information, and using technology to communicate professionally. Students 
develop and strengthen communication skills that contribute to success in both educational and 
workplace environments. (45 hours) 
 
HLT0222 HEALTH CARE IN CANADA &BASIC MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY (BMT) 
Students will experience the opportunity to understand the Canadian Health Care context in 
general and specifically for their programs of study. Additionally, they will also begin to identify 
Canadian medical terminology and develop the ability to use it correctly in the context of their 
professional practice. (48 hours)  
 
HLT0223_541 MANAGING LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 
Students will become familiarized with the skills’ lab: learning responsibilities, equipment and 
protocols. Methods of listening to lengthy academic lectures while making usable notes will be 
developed. Students will develop a working understanding of the electronic program: 
Blackboard; and will be able to communicate through appropriate electronic messages to faculty 
and peers. (36 hours)  
 
HLT0224 PERSONAL/PROFESSIONAL LEARNING SKILLS 
Students will be introduced to the methods and effectiveness of time management and study 
skills along with the numeracy demands of their respective programs of study. There will be an 
opportunity to explore and practice the oral academic skills required to participate and succeed 
in their studies along with occupation-specific communication needed for their jobs in health 
care. Students will become aware of individual accent and pronunciation challenges and develop 
an individualized plan for remediation. (45 hours) 
 
HLT0225 SETTLEMENT/ESTABLISHING ONESELF 
Students will experience Canadian small talk in a variety of contexts and develop an 
understanding of casual, relaxed spoken English delivered at a normal pace. Cultural Diversity 
and multiculturalism as interpreted by Canadian society will be a major focus. Settlement topics 
of Canadian law, weather, social manners and historical background will be covered. Experiences 
and discussions are aimed at supporting the acquirement of knowledge and skills to help with 
adaptation to the role of successful student at Algonquin College in Ottawa, Canada. (54 hours) 
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