
Combining traditional and new media
The Journalism diploma program is well-suited for students who have superior writing 
skills, a keen curiosity about news happening in their community, country and around 
the world, and a willingness to interact with people.

The program teaches writers to be multimedia journalists who are proficient at reporting 
for magazines, newspapers, radio, TV and online news media operations.
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JOURNALISM

YOUR CAREER
You may find employment in:

•  Magazines
•  Radio stations (news reporter)
•  Government and private sector 
    communications departments
•  Online-based media sites
•  Public relations

•  Publication production 
•  Photography
•  Communications and social media
•  TV public affairs programs (chase producer)
•  Freelance (self employment)



JOURNALISM
Frequently Asked Questions
Do you offer field placements?
Yes. We work with a long list of media companies and agencies to provide level 4 students 
with six weeks of on-the-job experience. Students will also have the option of placement 
out of the region or country if they wish.

What would I experience?
Students learn through working on the program’s publications including the bi-monthly award-winning 
Algonquin Times college community newspaper and Glue Magazine, aimed at Ottawa students. We also 
produce content for online news sites. Students research, write, provide photographs, paginate, shoot web 
video and produce online news using a variety of tools. Supplementing this experiential learning are lectures, 
labs, workshops, guest speakers and field trips delivering a diversity of information and skills necessary for 
the modern journalist. 

What equipment do I need?
Each student is required to have a PC-compatible laptop computer for use in the program. The laptop 
should be equipped with a dual-core processor. The primary software used is Microsoft Word and Adobe 
Creative Suite, which are supplied by Algonquin College. Specifications are available at: 
http://algonquincollege.com/its/laptop/mlp/supported/index.htm. Students must acquire a smartphone 
to practise mobile reporting. It is also mandatory to bring a DSLR camera which can shoot both still and 
video images.

What if I already have a university degree in an unrelated discipline?
Any candidate with a degree from an accredited university in any discipline is eligible to enter the second 
year (level 3) of the program. This is dependent upon the applicant passing the admissions test (see more 
about the test below). In order to be invited to complete the Journalism test you must first make an 
application through OntarioColleges.ca. If you wish to apply to the higher level when you make your 
application at Ontario Colleges please ensure that you select Level 3. You will also need to make 
arrangements to have an official university transcript sent to the Registrar’s Office at Algonquin College. 
This transcript should indicate that your degree has been conferred. Upon receipt of your official transcript
you will be invited to complete the Journalism test. 

Can you provide information on the admissions test?
There are three parts: An English language diagnostic test, a general knowledge test and an essay 
exercise. You must score at least 70 per cent overall to pass. For a general guide on the admissions test, 
go to http://www.algonquincollege.com/studentservices/testcentre/mpaa.html

What about the articulation agreement with the University of Ottawa that earns Algonquin College 
Journalism graduates both a diploma and a degree?
After students complete and receive the diploma, they may then apply for admission to the University of 
Ottawa Honours Bachelor in Digital Journalism program. If admitted, they receive 45 advanced standing 
credits and must complete five sessions of study (75 credits) at the university. The university will accept 
graduates of the Algonquin program who have a minimum final grade point average equivalent to 70 per 
cent or higher. Applicants also have the option of beginning studies at the university, and after completing 
the five sessions (75 credits), can then apply for admission to the Algonquin College program.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 
Joe Banks
Coordinator/Professor, Journalism
613-727-4723 ext. 5243 or 
banksj@algonquincollege.com

algonquincollege.com/mediaanddesign/program/journalism/
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