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Media Release      September 25, 2014   

Cogeco Donates $50,000 to Algonquin College’s Capital Campaign 

PEMBROKE, ON - One of Canada’s leading telecommunications companies has made a 
significant financial donation to Algonquin College’s capital campaign for its new 
Waterfront Campus in Pembroke.  Cogeco has donated $50,000 to the campaign, a 
donation that has helped pay for the Computer Systems Technician lab at the campus. 

Cogeco Senior Director, Tim Caddigan, says Cogeco gives back to the communities it 
serves in many ways.  “Through our community television channels, we cover events 
and activities that matter and we recognize important community initiatives through 
our generous gifting program.  Algonquin College has been a long-time partner to our 
local TVCOGECO Channel and we are pleased to help contribute to the College’s 
fundraising efforts for its beautiful new Waterfront Campus here in Pembroke,” adds 
Caddigan. 

 

 

  

Cogeco donated $50,000 to Algonquin College, sponsoring the Pembroke 
Campus’ Computer Systems Technology lab.  On hand for the presentation 
were, from left:  Fred Blackstein, Algonquin Board of Governors; David 
Feeley, Cogeco, Peterborough; Mike Tharby, TVCOGECO manager, Renfrew 
County; Tim Caddigan, Cogeco, Burlington; and Karen Davies, Pembroke 
Campus Dean. 
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Each year, TVCOGECO produces hundreds of hours of local television programming in 
Renfrew County, including coverage of Algonquin College’s annual graduation 
ceremony and special events such as Algonquin alumnus Jason Blaine’s charity concert 
last summer in Pembroke.  When the Waterfront Campus hosted its first national 
conference last spring, TVCOGECO taped a town hall dialogue on the future of rural 
colleges and also covered several news stories featuring Algonquin students, staff, and 
alumni. 

Renfrew County TVCOGECO Programming and Community Relations Manager, 
Michael Tharby, says Cogeco’s community channel and the College have benefitted 
from having a strong working relationship.  “The College has always been forward 
thinking by involving our staff in collaborating on initiatives that create strong local 
television programming.  We look forward to future partnerships that will leverage the 
expertise of both of our organizations for the benefit of our cable subscribers,” says 
Tharby.  

Algonquin’s new Waterfront Campus opened in the fall of 2012, and the College is 
working towards closing out its community fundraising campaign to raise $2.5 million.  
Campus Dean, Karen Davies, says donations made to the campaign by organizations 
such as Cogeco are a clear indication of how much support the College has in the 
community.  “We are very grateful to Cogeco, not only for this wonderful financial gift, 
but also for in-kind contributions through its community channel that help tell the 
Algonquin story,” adds Davies. 

In the next few weeks, Algonquin College and TVCOGECO will connect again for the 
station’s municipal election coverage.  Some College staff and students have 
volunteered to be involved in Cogeco’s live coverage on Monday, October 27th, as the 
station reports the results from across Renfrew County.  Coverage will begin at 8 p.m. 

 

For more information, contact: 

Jamie Bramburger 
Manager of Community and Student Affairs 
Algonquin College in the Ottawa Valley 
613-735-4700, ext. 2756 


