
Author, historian and journalist Gwynne Dyer will be 
speaking at Festival Hall in Pembroke on March 24.  
He is a popular and experienced speaker whose talks are 
always interesting and thought-provoking. 
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Media Release 

Lessons Learned From the First World War--Historian Gwynne Dyer Presents at 
Algonquin College Lecture Series 

 More than 64,000 Canadians 
were killed in the First World War—a war 
that became a defining moment for a new 
nation, but what lessons did we learn 
from the Great War?  That question will 
be explored by one of the world’s leading 
military historians, Gwynne Dyer, when 
he participates in the Algonquin College 
Speakers Series on Monday, March 24th at 
Pembroke’s Festival Hall. 

 Dyer, who has worked as a freelance 
journalist, columnist and broadcaster on 
international affairs for more than 20 years, 
describes World War l as a “horrifying 
surprise for the young Canadians who stumbled into it and the people at home who 
sent them. The lethal weapons, the huge casualties, and the ghastly nature of trench 
warfare made it seem like the worst war ever, and perhaps it was, but it was also a 
learning experience for all involved,” adds Dyer. 

 In 2014, Canadians will be commemorating the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the 
First World War—a conflict that lasted four years and killed more than 16 million people.   In 
1939, the Second World War broke out and lasted almost six years killing more than 60 million 
people, including 45,000 Canadians.  

 Dyer says what made the two world wars so destructive was a sudden leap in 
the efficiency of the technologies of killing. He further states that “both world wars 
were basically blips on a graph that otherwise shows a steady decline in the scale of 
violence that extends back over centuries and continues into the present.”  He explains 
that now “there is unquestionably a cultural and moral dimension” to how developed 
countries understand warfare. 

 Considered one of Canada’s best lecturers, Dyer has received degrees from 
Canadian, American and British universities, finishing with a doctorate degree in Military 
and Middle Eastern History from the University of London.  His first televisions series, 
the seven-part documentary “War” was aired in 45 countries in the mid-1980s, with one 
of the episodes receiving an Academy Award nomination. 
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 In Canada, Dyer’s column appears in several newspapers including the 
Pembroke Daily News and he has written several top selling non-fiction books about war 
and international issues.  Dyer has participated in the Algonquin College Speakers 
Series on several occasions in the past, always drawing a large crowd.  In 2012, Dyer was 
made an Officer of the Order of Canada. 

 Tickets for Gwynne Dyer’s presentation are available at the Festival Hall Box 
Office for $15.  Dyer is the latest presenter in the Algonquin College Speakers Series 
which will also include a presentation by Ed Lawrence, gardening expert on CBC Radio 
and former gardener at the Governor General residence.  He will be appearing on April 
10th, also at Festival Hall.  Tickets are on sale now for both of these dynamic speakers. 

 

For more information, 
 
Jamie Bramburger 
Manager of Community and Student Affairs 
Algonquin College in the Ottawa Valley 
613-735-4700, ext. 2756 
 

 


