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Algonquin College Trades Students Rebuild Pembroke’s Waterfront Boardwalk 

 
 
PEMBROKE, ON - Pembroke’s aging boardwalk will be replaced this summer with the 
help of 20 Algonquin College skilled trades students. The students are enrolled in a 
Pre-Apprenticeship Construction Trades program and will begin work on the new 
boardwalk in July.  The project will be completed in time for a community celebration 
on the Civic Holiday weekend in August. 
 
Algonquin College President, Cheryl Jensen, calls the project an extraordinary learning 
opportunity for the students.  “Students learn by doing things that are applicable to 
their field of study, and this project will not only teach them carpentry skills, it will 
expand their teamwork, organizational and time management skills.  It will also inspire 
them to be good citizens through voluntary work,” adds Jensen. 
 
The opportunity to have students involved in the project was made possible through 
funding provided by the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities.  Each year, the 
province of Ontario supports several pre-apprenticeship training programs to help 
young people get started in a skilled trades career.   
 
“The collaboration between Algonquin College and the community of Pembroke is 
providing students with a wonderful opportunity to receive quality, hands-on training 
in the skilled trades,” says Reza Moridi, Minister of Training Colleges and Universities. 
“Opportunities such as this one, is why our government is investing an additional $13 
million over two years, in pre-apprenticeship training programs, to help young people 
develop the skills they need to build Ontario up.” 

 
The Pre-Apprenticeship Construction Trades program at Algonquin College provides 
students with academic preparation classes, both theoretical and practical skills 
training, industry certifications, and a paid work placement experience. The boardwalk 
project has been built into the curriculum delivered in the hands on portion of the 
program. 

 
The boardwalk project is being supported by several local businesses that are donating 
almost all of the materials needed for the new structure.  The original cedar 
boardwalk was built in 2000 as part of a larger millennium project to rejuvenate the 
waterfront with the addition of an amphitheatre, children’s playground and pavilions.  
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Boardwalk Rebuilding – Page 2 
 
 
 
Pembroke Mayor Michael LeMay was grateful to both the donors and the students 
who are making it possible for the City to rebuild its boardwalk.  “Our waterfront is 
spectacular, but we need to ensure that people can continue to enjoy it.  The 
boardwalk is a major pedestrian walkway in our community and is heavily used by 
thousands of people each year. This is a terrific partnership between the City, the 
College and the businesses that have made significant financial contributions to the 
project,” adds Mayor LeMay. 
 
A small section of the boardwalk has already been replaced to allow the community to 
see what the new walkway will look like when it is fully completed.   
 
 
 
For more information, please contact:  
Jamie Bramburger 
Manager of Community and Student Affairs 
Algonquin College Waterfront Campus - Pembroke 
613-735-4700, ext. 2756 
 


