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Media Release        

Algonquin College Celebrates another Record Enrolment of Students 

(Pembroke-September 6, 2016)   Algonquin College has a lot to celebrate as it 

approaches its 50th anniversary in 2017, including a record enrolment at its Waterfront 

Campus in Pembroke.   More than 950 full-time students are registered at the campus 

where classes started today for the fall term.  

Campus Dean, Karen Davies, says the increased enrolment is a clear demonstration of 

the vibrancy of the campus.   “When we opened the Waterfront Campus five years ago 

we had a vision to grow our enrolments and create a destination campus that would 

attract both local and visiting students.  That has certainly materialized as we are now 

attracting almost 50 percent of our students from outside of Renfrew County. It’s an 

exciting time for our campus and the greater community,” says Davies. 

The Pembroke Campus is the largest of Algonquin 

College’s regional campuses and offers 19 full-time 

programs, ranging from the skilled trades to health 

sciences. Nursing continues to be the program with 

the largest enrolment with more than 180 students 

registered in the four year Bachelor of Science in 

Nursing Degree, a program that is offered in 

collaboration with the University of Ottawa.  The 

Outdoor Adventure program has the largest first year group with almost 80 students 

enrolled. Across all programs, there are approximately 600 first year students registered 

and more than 350 returning students. 

Manager of Community and Student Affairs, Jamie Bramburger, says it is very rewarding 

to see how the college’s growth has positively impacted the community.  “The 

significant growth that has occurred in the colleges’ out of town student population has 

directly resulted in the building of privately owned and operated student residences, 

and has spun off new businesses in the city’s downtown. The College is certainly a 

substantial economic driver for Pembroke and the community has welcomed our 

students, helping create a college town atmosphere that continues to help the campus 

achieve its enrolment goals,” adds Bramburger. 

From humble beginnings with only sixteen students in its first year of operation in the 

fall of 1967, the Pembroke Campus has gradually grown to become one of Ontario’s 

largest regional college campuses. In addition to its full-time programs, the campus also 

offers Academic Upgrading classes and apprenticeship training, as well as continuing 

education courses in the evening and on weekends. 
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Three new full-time programs are planned for 

the fall of 2017. These programs are Urban 

Forestry-Arboriculture, Action Sports and Park 

Development and Applied Nuclear Operations 

and Radiation Safety. The launch of these 

programs is expected to push the campus 

enrolment over 1,000 full-time students. 

For more information, 

Jamie Bramburger 

Manager of Community and Student Affairs 

613-735-4700, ext. 2756 

 


