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Area of Interest: Creative Media and Communications 

Performing Arts 
Ontario College Certificate 
1 Year 

Program Code: 1409X01FWO 

Ottawa Campus 

Our Program 

Advance your craft - develop your talent for a career in performing arts.

In the one-year Performing Arts Ontario College Certificate program, you enjoy the thrill of 
performing and are committed to pursuing your craft to industry standards. You learn how to 
advance your craft while developing live and digital performance skills.  

Learn the artistry of the stage and how to shine in front of an audience. Through collaboration with 
other performers, create unique performance pieces and perform to audiences. Learn how to 
audition and prepare for live and digital performances in professional studio settings.  

Enhance your performance ability in:  

-  voice  

-  movement  

-  spoken word  

-  comedy  

-  theatre  

-  film  

-  music  

-  entertainment 

In professional studio settings, you acquire vocal skills, audition, stage presence, production and 
on-camera techniques. This certificate will help you discover where you fit as an artist and 
introduce you to new and creative ways to express yourself. 

Through collaborative activities, you experience various forms of basic performance, including the 
development of stage presence and audience interaction.  

Learn the essentials of proper breathing and voice production, as well as movement workshops, 
along with exercises that cultivate physical self-awareness and enable you to make better creative 
and enduring choices in the performing arts.  

Benefit from the college experience while developing confidence in your performance skills. We 
work with industry to make connections that can help you achieve your future goals. You can 
choose to prepare for an audition, pursue a career path or apply for further education in the arts.  

Graduates may find employment opportunities in:  

-  acting (television, film and stage)  

-  arts administration  

-  arts advocacy  
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-  communications and media relations  

-  costume/set/lighting/sound design  

-  digital production  

-  directing  

-  drama teacher  

-  playwriting/screenwriting  

-  producer  

-  stage management  

-  theatre production  

SUCCESS FACTORS 

This program is well-suited for students who:  

-  Enjoy the challenge of performing.  

-  Work well in teams.  

-  Want to support fellow artists through positive criticism and feedback.  

-  Are open to learning with performing artists from various disciplines.  

-  Are committed to pursuing their craft to industry standards.  

-  Are self-aware. 

Employment 

Graduates may find employment as entry-level performers, such as entertainers, musicians, 
dancers, singers, stand-up comedians and slam poets. Graduates may also pursue self-
employment opportunities. 

Learning Outcomes 

The graduate has reliably demonstrated the ability to:  

-  Identify key components of the performing arts industry including live and digital genres, 
production processes, careers and work environments.  

-  Reflect on one`s own performance and production skills.  

-  Contribute to the creation and management of performing art productions.  

-  Work independently and within a team to prepare and execute live performances.  

-  Archive and distribute digital performance materials.  

-  Identify and apply discipline-specific practices that contribute to the local and global 
community through social responsibility, economic commitment and environmental 
stewardship. 

Program of Study 
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Level: 01 Courses Hours 

ENL1813M Communications I 42.0 

PER4003 Performance Techniques I 56.0 

PER4004 Voice I 28.0 

PER4009 Creativity and Improvisation 28.0 

PER4017 Live Practicum I 56.0 

PER4018 Digital Practicum I 28.0 

PER4022 Introduction to Canadian Performing Arts 42.0 

Level: 02 Courses Hours 

PER4005 Movement 28.0 

PER4006 Ensemble 28.0 

PER4011 Performance Techniques II 56.0 

PER4015 Introduction to Music Basics 28.0 

PER4016 Voice II 14.0 

PER4019 Live Practicum II 56.0 

PER4020 Digital Practicum II 28.0 

PER4021 Achieving Success 28.0 

Choose one from equivalencies: Courses Hours 

GED1409 General Education Elective 42.0 

      

Fees for the 2023/2024 Academic Year 

Tuition and related ancillary fees for this program can be viewed by using the Tuition and Fees 
Estimator tool at www.algonquincollege.com/fee-estimator. 

Further information on fees can be found by visiting the Registrar`s Office website at www.
algonquincollege.com/ro. 

Fees are subject to change.  

Additional program-related expenses include:  

-  Books and supplies cost approximately $1,500. This includes a laptop, books, camera and 
card, costumes and a studio outfit. 

Admission Requirements for the 2024/2025 Academic Year 

College Eligibility 

-  Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) or equivalent. Applicants with an OSSD showing 
senior English and/or Mathematics courses at the Basic Level, or with Workplace or Open 
courses, will be tested to determine their eligibility for admission; OR  

-  Academic and Career Entrance (ACE) certificate; OR  
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-  General Educational Development (GED) certificate; OR  

-  Mature Student status (19 years of age or older and without a high school diploma at the 
start of the program). Eligibility may be determined by academic achievement testing for which 
a fee of $50 (subject to change) will be charged.  

Program Eligibility 

-  English, Grade 12 (ENG4C or equivalent) 

-  Applicants with international transcripts must provide proof of the subject-specific 
requirements noted above and may be required to provide proof of language proficiency. 
Domestic applicants with international transcripts must be evaluated through the International 
Credential Assessment Service of Canada (ICAS) or World Education Services (WES).  

-  IELTS-International English Language Testing Service (Academic) Overall band of 6.0 with a 
minimum of 5.5 in each band; OR TOEFL-Internet-based (iBT) Overall 80, with a minimum of 20 
in each component: Reading 20; Listening 20; Speaking 20; Writing 20; OR Duolingo English 
Test (DET) Overall 110, minimum of 110 in Literacy and no score below 95.  

Not sure if you meet all of the requirements? Academic Upgrading may be able to help with that: 
https://www.algonquincollege.com/access/ . 

Should the number of qualified applicants exceed the number of available places, applicants will be 
selected on the basis of their proficiency in English. 

Admission Requirements for 2023/2024 Academic Year 

College Eligibility 

-  Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) or equivalent. Applicants with an OSSD showing 
senior English and/or Mathematics courses at the Basic Level, or with Workplace or Open 
courses, will be tested to determine their eligibility for admission; OR  

-  Academic and Career Entrance (ACE) certificate; OR  

-  General Educational Development (GED) certificate; OR  

-  Mature Student status (19 years of age or older and without a high school diploma at the 
start of the program). Eligibility may be determined by academic achievement testing for which 
a fee of $50 (subject to change) will be charged.  

Program Eligibility 

-  English, Grade 12 (ENG4C or equivalent).  

-  Applicants with international transcripts must provide proof of the subject-specific 
requirements noted above and may be required to provide proof of language proficiency. 
Domestic applicants with international transcripts must be evaluated through the International 
Credential Assessment Service of Canada (ICAS) or World Education Services (WES).  

-  IELTS-International English Language Testing Service (Academic) Overall band of 6.0 with a 
minimum of 5.5 in each band; OR TOEFL-Internet-based (iBT) Overall 80, with a minimum of 20 
in each component: Reading 20; Listening 20; Speaking 20; Writing 20.  

Not sure if you meet all of the requirements? Academic Upgrading may be able to help with that: 
https://www.algonquincollege.com/access/ . 

Should the number of qualified applicants exceed the number of available places, applicants will be 
selected on the basis of their proficiency in English. 

Application Information 

PERFORMING ARTS 
Program Code 1409X01FWO 

Applications to full-time day programs must be submitted with official transcripts showing 

https://www.algonquincollege.com/access/
https://www.algonquincollege.com/access/
https://www.algonquincollege.com/access/
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completion of the academic admission requirements through:  

ontariocolleges.ca  
60 Corporate Court  
Guelph, Ontario N1G 5J3  
1-888-892-2228  

Students currently enrolled in an Ontario secondary school should notify their Guidance Office 
prior to their online application at  http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/ . 

Applications for Fall Term and Winter Term admission received by February 1 will be given equal 
consideration. Applications received after February 1 will be processed on a first-come, first-served 
basis as long as places are available.  

International applicants please visit this link for application process information: 
https://algonquincollege.force.com/myACint/ . 

For further information on the admissions process, contact:  

Registrar`s Office  
Algonquin College  
1385 Woodroffe Ave  
Ottawa, ON K2G 1V8  
Telephone: 613-727-0002  
Toll-free: 1-800-565-4723  
TTY: 613-727-7766  
Fax: 613-727-7632  
Contact:  https://www.algonquincollege.com/ro  

Additional Information 

Graduates may receive advanced standing in the following programs:  

-  Broadcasting - Radio and Podcasting  

-  Broadcasting - Television and Streaming Video, and  

-  Music Industry Arts  

Contact Information 

Program Coordinator(s)

-  Teri Loretto,  mailto:lorettt@algonquincollege.com , 613-727-4723, ext. 7888 

Course Descriptions 

ENL1813M Communications I 

Communication remains an essential skill sought by employers, regardless of discipline or field of 
study. Using a practical, vocation-oriented approach, students focus on meeting the requirements 
of effective communication. Through a combination of lectures, exercises, and independent 
learning, students practise writing, speaking, reading, listening, locating and documenting 
information, and using technology to communicate professionally. Students develop and 
strengthen communication skills that contribute to success in both educational and workplace 
environments. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

GED1409 General Education Elective 

For this course, you will have the opportunity to choose one from a group of general education 
electives. 

Prerequisite(s): none 

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/
https://algonquincollege.force.com/myACint/
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/
https://algonquincollege.force.com/myACint/
https://www.algonquincollege.com/ro
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/
https://algonquincollege.force.com/myACint/
https://www.algonquincollege.com/ro
mailto:lorettt@algonquincollege.com
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Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4003 Performance Techniques I 

To compete in this highly competitive industry, performers must first learn the foundations of their 
craft. Through collective and individual exercises, students develop important skills in the areas of 
spontaneity, physical and vocal expressiveness, and creative thinking. Special attention is provided 
to the areas of acting terminology, warm-up skills, and enhancing the actor imagination. Through 
participation in studio exercises, improvisations and group presentations, students gain experience 
in acting methods that will serve them in all media, including stage acting, film and TV, and voice 
over work. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4004 Voice I 

Effective communication is essential to succeeding in the performing arts industry. In this course, 
students learn the essentials of voice production, such as proper breathing, resonance, articulation, 
increasing vocal range. In addition, students learn a "vocal warm-up" (key to every performance). 
Students learn through group exercises, games, chorus, improvisations, and using different forms 
of text. Emphasis is given to the importance of the voice in the craft of the performer. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4005 Movement 

Performers need to communicate emotion and intention using their whole bodies. Through 
workshops and individual exercises, students develop techniques to improve strength, flexibility, 
and rhythm. Through the demonstration of group and individual movement pieces, students learn 
to bring strength, creativity, and specificity to their performer choices. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4006 Ensemble 

The ability to work within a company is fundamental to the success of any performing arts project. 
In this course, students develop practical strategies for working in teams and learn to interact in a 
positive way to incorporate diverse ideas and skillsets. Ensemble thinking means focusing on 
inclusivity and collaboration. As such, students learn how to work within a group dynamic through 
guided workshops, movement pieces, vocal activities and collaborative creation. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4009 Creativity and Improvisation 

Learning to think on your feet and improvise is an integral component of performance training, 
used not only in the rehearsal process but also as a way of preparing you to be creative in your 
artistic process. This course introduces students to the world of improvisation, and storytelling. 
Through group and solo exercises, and presentations, students learn to connect authentically with 
their audience. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4011 Performance Techniques II 

The application of performance methods are fundamental to a career in the performing arts. This 
course explores of the principles and methods of script analysis, audition technique, and scene 
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study. The course culminates with the showcase of both an acting and voice demo reel to be 
shared with industry professionals for future opportunities. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4015 Introduction to Music Basics 

Music is a universal language and is a fundamental part of the performer's tool kit. Regardless of 
their area of performance, all students benefit from understanding how basic patterns and rhythms 
enable better performances. Students are introduced to music notation, including a back-to-basics 
approach to rhythm, intervals and chording. Students choose an instrument, learn different time 
signatures and rhythmic patterns, as well as major/minor scales. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4016 Voice II 

Finding a character's voice and successfully using accents are all part of a well-rounded 
performer's skill set. Students participate in vocal exercises involving characterization, creative 
range and emotional access. Students are assessed on their application of voice to dramatic text 
through vocal performances to apply in any media, including voice-over work, stage or TV and film. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4017 Live Practicum I 

Applying acting techniques to live performance is an essential step to becoming a professional 
performer. To ready themselves for the professional production process, students learn to take a 
project all the way from the page to the stage. Students explore elements of production including 
material creation, rehearsal, and technical production. Ultimately, students will perform their 
material in front of an invited live audience. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4018 Digital Practicum I 

Many of today's performers find success by developing their own online material. In this course, 
students learn how to make videos from the ground up. Topics include camera techniques, lighting, 
acting for the film and TV, and using editing software. Students form their own production teams 
and create videos for screening for an invited audience. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4019 Live Practicum II 

Rehearsing and performing in student productions, helps build confidence and the skills necessary 
to succeed in the professional world of performance. In this course, students create, rehearse and 
perform their own work, in front of live, invited audience. Students are assessed on their 
professional etiquette, application of acting technique and ability to work within a group. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4020 Digital Practicum II 

Understanding the skills required to compete in today's ever changing digital entertainment 
industry is an important key to success. Students apply their writing, camera, and editing skills to 
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various, real world examples that they will encounter working in their chosen industry. The 
culmination of this course is the production of both an individual and a group digital performance 
piece to be presented during an invited guest presentation. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4021 Achieving Success 

Performers are entrepreneurs and must learn commercial and professional skills to stand out in a 
crowded field. Students examine various professional skills and strategies to succeed in their 
careers. Through the examination of case studies, assignments, group activities, and presentations, 
students develop the skills to thrive in their chosen industry. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 

PER4022 Introduction to Canadian Performing Arts 

By exploring the voices and experiences of audiences, emerging and professional practitioners in 
the performing arts industry, today's artists have a greater likelihood of success and longevity. In 
this course, students investigate the pressing challenges facing the performing arts today. Through 
self-directed learning and group experiential activities, students investigate topics such as diversity, 
equity and inclusion in the arts, various performance styles and modes of expression, and how the 
arts industry can promote change in society. 

Prerequisite(s): none 
Corerequisite(s):none 
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