
s#Fa?monwealth elosing
veneer operation

:l 00 people
out of work
Bv STEPHEN UHLER
F - - ^ ^ , - - -

Stat I  Wnter
Commonrvealth Plyrvood

rvarehouses and low sales, so it'was
a matter o[ time before somethins
happened. He said they do hav6
until March before the layoffs
come into effect,  io there is st i l l
hbpe the nrarket might iniprovq
before then.

"We')re playing a rvaiting gante"
to see if these layoffs go forrvard
as anhounced.

This blorv is being felt keenly in
the city, rvhich is stil l reeling from
the fallout of losing Smurfit MBI
last year,  When the corrugated
container plant closed dorvn for
good by the summer, nearly 140
jobs rvere lost.' Penrbroke Mayor Ed Jacyno, MP
Cheryl  Gal lant and MPP John
Yakabuski were al l  br iefed
Monday nrorn ing by
Commonu'ealth officials about the
planned shutdorvn.

AII three vowed to do rvhat they
can to help rvorkers diSplaced by
the impending plant c losure.' 'I rvant to assure the u'orkers
and their  famil ies that I  rv i l l  do
everl , thing possible to help thenr
t l rrough this di f f icul t  t i i le."  \CP
Gal lan t  sa id .

"My office has treen in contact
rvith oflicials in Ottala to brief us
as .  to rvhat is avai lable to assist
Conrnronrvealth Plys,ood
Corlpany. I have also invited conr-
pany representatives to niy office
to let thent knorv that I u,il l leave
no stone unturned to help the laid-
off ernployees."

"I  ask enrployees to give nre the
t ime and opportunity to see rvhat
can be done on their  behalf ,"  she
said.

MPP Yakabusk i  sa id  the
prov inc ia l  government  has  a
major role to play rvhen i t  comes
to forestry and the future viabi l i -

ty of  the forestry industry. '
He said he has rvr i t ten to

Natural  Resources Minister David
Ranrsay to once again stress more
has to be done to bolster the forest
industrl'.

FIe added his office stands ready
to help rvorkers and their  famil ies.

"  On Jan. 1.,  the province
assumed complete responsibi l i t l '
for the design and del ivery of pro-
grams and nreasul 'es that are to
suppoit  rvorkers, including
employment assistance services,
sk i l l s  deve lopment  and labour
market partnerships," N4PP
Yakabuski said. " I  arn ready to
assist  the laid-off  employees."

'As lvlayor of Penrbroke, I anr
pleased to work rvi th niy ' federal
and provincial  col leagues to deal
rvith this setback," Mayor Jacyno
said.

"This potential loss of jobs rvill
not only iriipact our community
but our 'neighbours as wel l ,  s ince
many employees  res ide  in  the
Tbrvnship of Laurentian Valley, the
Torvn of Petarvarva and bevond."

The ma1,or saiC the announced
shut clorvn is a sy,nrptonr of the
ongoing cr is is in the forestry sec-
tor in Ontar io.

The one thread of hope local
off ic ials are hanging on to is
Conrntonn'ealth Plvrvood isn't rul-
ing out reopening ihe plant in the
future, i f  economic condit ions
improve.

- 
r ' I 'n1 truly opt imist ic there may

be options r,r'ith this company to
salvage this plant,"  Mayor JaCyno
sa id ,  bu t  on ly  i f  th ings  tu rn
around. I- Ie added he hooes the
federal  and provincial  govern-
ments rvi l l  do more to defend and
promote Canada's forest industry.
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Company Limited announced i t  is
closing its Pembroke veneer oper-
ation indefinitely as of March 9.

The operation is a victim of the
tough hardrvood veneer market.

The move wi l lput more than 100
full-tinre employees out of *'ork.

The 40 people in the mi l l ing and
plyrvood sections rvill continue to
\4'OrK.

In a statenrent released to the
media Monday, company presi-
dent !V.T. Caine expressed his
regret in making the announce-
ment.

"The closing of the veneer oper-
at ion ccimes as a disappointment
to the managentent and owners,"
he said, l 'horvever,  i t  cannot be
avoided at this t inre."

.  "Extremely tough market condi_
t lons ,  b rought  on  by  a  s t rons
Canadian dol lar,  dimidishine marl
ket capacity and offshore coirpeti_
'tlon, prevents us from sellinc our
products above the cost of prdduc-
t ion,"
. . "Th.ese factors, coupled rvith a
det-er iorat ing log suppiy and a lack
o t  conrpet i t i veness  in  the
Pembroke opera t ion ,  have
brought about tl"re c!osure."

David Weisenberg, plant chair-
nran of United Steelworkers Sub
Loca l  1 -1000,  sa id  Monday 's
announcement u,as sudden. but
rvasn' t  real ly unexpected.

"We just iearned this at g a.m.
tgdly," he said. "We just got back
a l te r  a  smal l  layo f f  over  the
Chr: istnras hol idayi  and norv we
leain about this indef ini te one
coming."

"I  don' t  think i t  has rei l ly hi t
h9rye lvigl rhe employ,ees yerl"
.  Mr.  Weisenber[  s i id workers
were aware the Pentbroke opera_
tion has a high inventory stor^ed in


