
Pfi zer closure throws 200 Valley jobs into jeopardy
Br PETER DeWOt F
RunEe NeusPoPeB

Pnzex, the pharmaceutical giant which pmdues
well-known products such as Visine and Viagra, wil l
be leaving Arnpri(tr by 2008.

A major Dart of that town's industrial l)ase, tlre
company has pmvidsl wellpaid work for ils 195 ern-
ployees since the company opened its lladawaska
Boulevard plant in 1956.

A delegation of local notaltes visitd Pfizer man.
agement in the mid.lgsos at their U.S. hcodquartem
to convince them to establish a manufacturing and
distribution centre in ArnDrior.

Since then the company's presence in Arnprior
has always been a point of local pride an(l obtaining
employment with the company has always be[ a
sigr of success that came with €xcellent benelits.

As recently as two years ago, theplant undertmk a

major expansion an(l seurity measures wctt utxlat-
e(l ovcr the past year to bring it to worldtlass stan-
dards.

Howevcr. with Pfizer Arnprior diresling itself of
s[ch prmlucts as Visine, to Johnson an(l John$rr,
the locill Dlflnt would losc uD to half of its prfrluction
runs.

"Following two nrajor acquisitions by Pfizer slnce
2000, our manufacturinB network lras an excess ol'ca-
pircity worldwi(|e," said MacDara Lynch, vice-pr€si.
dent of manufacturing.

The company wil l be Hhlcing its facil i t ies world.
wide fmm 9:t to 62.

John Carkner. Pfizer's lmal site leader, told Metrc
land Neuspapersthat tho new products coming down
the piJF frpm Pfizer do not nt the Arnprior plant's ca-
pabil it ios. Thal played a nrajor role in the decision to
clo$ (lown the plant.

Ho$'ever, Carkner is hopeful that the plant will re.
main open - though under a new banner.

"l hope to sm this plani mntinue as an on.going
pharnraeutical facil i ty" he s"1id.

Although he coukl provide no details of current
dlscussions, Carkner did connrm that Pnzer is cur.
rently ne8otiating with other companies in the in.
dustry with an eye torvard one of thetn acqulring the
facil i ty

"Our goa.l is to have a reslutiorr of this by the end
of 2006," Carkner ad(lsl.

In the meantime, Pnzer employees can exlEct no
more than the usual seasonal lluctuations in employ.
menl levels.

layoffs- lf negotiations are nol sucressful - would
likely not begin to take a toll until the end of 200?.

That IErio(l of breathin8 room gives l@al ofliclals
hop.

Arnprlor Mflyor Tbrry Gibeau has pledged to do
whfltever hc can to facilitate any transition to a new
comDany

"The window of owr a year is hopful," Gibearr
commenle(|. "I believe there wil l be a solution to this
prcblem."

He is r€malning positive and hof[s those dir€ctly
affected by last reek's announcernent (lo also.

"It is a shock for the community whenever you get
un announcement of this nragnitude," Gibeau said.
llowever, he pointod out that the town has rveathered
the storm before and mme out ahea(l. He refened to
the recent pull{ut of Boeing and the rcquisit ion of
the plant by Arnprior Aercspace.

Pfizer has prcmised to keep its employes fully
infornred of the lat6t developments arrd to provide
whatever assistance it can during any transition.

NeMf@runge.net
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