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V I TA L S O U R C E  S T U D E N T  M A N U A L

A C C E S S I N G  M Y  C O U R S E S  D A S H B O A R D

STEP 1:

STEP 2:

You’ll access and activate your course materials through My Courses 
Dashboard in Brightspace. The first time you do this, you’ll need 
to create a VitalSource Bookshelf account. Be sure to use your 
Algonquinlive email address when creating your VitalSource Bookshelf 
account.

Once activated, you can read and interact with your eTextbooks using 
VitalSource Bookshelf on your computer or other devices.

1.	 Log in to Brightspace using your Algonquin student email and 		
password.

2.	 Open one of your courses.
3.	 In the course navigation bar, click Tools.
4.	 Select VitalSource Materials.
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H O W  T O  A C C E S S  Y O U R  eT E X T B O O K 

1.	 Find your eBook in My Courses Dashboard.
2.	 Click Read Now.

You will be redirected to My Courses Dashboard, where all course 
materials linked to your courses are listed.

What You’ll See

•	 Materials for the course you opened will appear first.
•	 Other materials are listed by most recently accessed, then 

alphabetically.
•	 If no materials are available, you’ll see this message: “You currently 

have no materials associated with this course.”



VitalSource Student Manual 4

First Time Only: Create Your Account

1.	 Use your Algonquin student email.
2.	 Create a password.
3.	 Check the box to agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.
4.	 Click Create Account.

If this is your first time clicking Read Now, you’ll be asked to create a 
VitalSource Bookshelf account.
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You’ll receive an email with an activation link. Click the link to verify 
your account.

After Your Account Is Set Up
•	 Clicking Read Now will take you straight to your eBook.
•	 Use the Back button in the upper-left corner to return to your 

VitalSource Bookshelf.
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H O W  T O  A C C E S S  C O D E D  P U B L I S H E R 
C O U R S E WA R E  M AT E R I A L S

1.	 Find your eBook in My Courses Dashboard.
2.	 Click Reveal Access Code.

3.	 Your access code and a publisher website link will appear on the 
right side of the screen.

4.	 Copy the code, then click the link to open the eBook on the 
publisher’s website or follow the link provided by your instructor in 
Brightspace. 

Note: The publisher’s website may look different depending on the 
provider. You may be asked to sign in or create an account before 
accessing the materials.
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VitalSource Bookshelf is a digital textbook platform that lets you read, 
highlight, take notes, and study—online or offline—across multiple 
devices.

Login details:
Email: Algonquin student email
Password: The one you created when activating your textbook.

Bookshelf website:
https://algonquincollege-bookshelf.vitalsource.com/home/

U S I N G  V I TA L S O U R C E  B O O K S H E L F

W H AT  I S  V I TA L S O U R C E  B O O K S H E L F ?

https://algonquincollege-bookshelf.vitalsource.com/home/
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My Library
Shows all textbooks you currently have access to. Learn more:
https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32273540399767

Favourites:
Mark frequently used books as favorites so they’re easy to find. Learn more:
https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32273566602775

Search: 
You can search by:
•	 Title, author, or ISBN
•	 Keywords or glossary terms across your books or all titles. 
Learn more:
https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32272766389783

VitalSource includes tools to help you study more effectively:

Read Aloud: 
Text: https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32273390787223 

Notes: 
https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32273132281111

Bookmarks: 
https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32272987971223

Highlighting: 
https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32272883447831

N AV I G AT I N G  T H E  B O O K S H E L F  D A S H B O A R D

S T U D Y I N G  W I T H  B O O K S H E L F

https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32273540399767
https://support.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/21799727319575
https://support.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/4404290965271
https://support.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/4404260770583
https://support.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/4404131685143
https://support.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/4403978212631
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Flashcards: 
https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32273143496727

Coach Me (Available for Select Titles): 
Coach Me lets you answer practice questions while reading and get instant 
feedback.
To check if a book includes Coach Me:
1. Open the eBook.
2. Click the ellipsis (three dots) in the top-right corner.
3. Look for Coach Me in the menu.

Learn more:
https://www.loom.com/share/8c1523e28a6d4351b1ad22cce76abfe8
https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32272471573271

https://support.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/4404271177879
https://www.loom.com/share/8c1523e28a6d4351b1ad22cce76abfe8
https://bookshelfsupport.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/32272471573271

