Module 1: Lesson 4
Summary of Terminology Activity
What is Learner Variability?
The range of life experiences and background knowledge among your student group. This also includes the range of student interests, strengths, needs, readiness and motivation to learn.
What is Learner Agency?
The experience of making choices in what and how you learn. 
What is the Jaggedness Principle?
All students have strengths. Those strengths are varied within individuals and from one individual to the next. This impacts how each student learns. 
What is ‘Teaching to the Margins’?
An inclusive teaching approach that recognizes the range of strengths and needs in our students. When we teach to the margins, we create lessons, activities, and assignments that are flexible, so all students benefit. This is the opposite of teaching with an imaginary "average" student in mind.
What is Universal Design for Learning (UDL)?
UDL is "a framework to guide the design of learning environments that are accessible, inclusive, equitable, and challenging for every learner" (CAST, 2024). UDL helps educator reduce barriers to learning and maximize learner agency.
What are the Universal Design for Learning Guidelines?
The UDL Guidelines help educator apply the UDL Framework to their own practice. The guidelines “offer a set of concrete suggestions that can be applied to any discipline or domain to ensure that all learners can access and participate in meaningful, challenging learning opportunities” (CAST, 2024). So far, we have learned that the guidelines are grouped into three principles: Multiple Means of Engagement, Multiple Means of Representation, and Multiple Means of Action & Expression.
What is curiosity, sociality, emotion, authenticity, and failure?
Scientific inquiry into teaching and learning in higher education has revealed five themes necessary for ideal learning experiences. These themes - being interested in learning, building knowledge with others, having personal connections to your learning, accessing meaningful and relevant tasks, and learning to harness your emotions and cope with failure - are all addressed through the UDL 3.0 Guidelines.
