
PLAR vs. Credit 
Transfer

Are you a registered Algonquin 
College student?

Yes

You will need to be a registered 
Algonquin student before you can 
apply for PLAR or credit transfer. 
Please apply to a program first.

Do you have work or 
post-secondary academic 
experience relating to your 

program?

Yes, work 
experience

No
Unfortunately, you are not a 
good candidate for PLAR or 

credit transfer.

Have you read the course 
outline for the course(s) 

you are interested in 
challenging through 

PLAR?

Were your studies in the 
last five years?

No

Read the course outline(s) to 
determine your comfort with 

the subject matter.

Are you confident that you 
have the required 

knowledge and skills to 
challenge this course?

No

You may not be a good 
candidate for PLAR, as you will 

be evaluated on all of the 
learning requirements of any 

course you challenge. 

Apply for PLAR at 
www.algonquincollege.com/plar.

No

Were your studies in 
English?

Yes

Appy for a credit transfer 
through ACSIS.

Talk to your program 
coordinator about whether 
your courses may still be 
elligible for credit transfer.

No

Have your transcripts evaluated 
by a third party (e.g. ICAS, WES) 

and apply for a credit transfer 
through ACSIS.

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) and credit transfer are two ways to get 
academic credit for previous experience. To determine whether you should apply for PLAR 

or credit transfer, answer the questions below.

Have you taken courses 
with similar content to 
Algonquin courses?

YesYes

Yes

No

The course you use as the 
basis for your exemption 

should align with an 
Algonquin course.

Yes

Yes, post-secondary 
academic experience

No

Did you recieve a grade of 
at least 63% in these 

courses?

Unfortunately, you are not 
elligible for credit transfer.

No

Yes


