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New Collaboration Between Ciena and Algonquin College Will Empower the 

Next Generation of Optical Communications Graduates 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
OTTAWA, November 2, 2012. Ciena and Algonquin College have marked the start of a new collaboration 
with the grand unveiling of advanced optical telecommunications equipment which is now installed in 
Algonquin College’s Ciena Optophotonics Lab. 
 
“Through the Bachelor of Information Technology – Photonics and Laser Technology program, we aim to 
produce graduates who have hands-on experience with the leading edge technology in fibre optic 
communications technology,” explains Dr. Wahab Almuhtadi, Research Coordinator & Professor, Faculty 
of Technology & Trades at Algonquin College. “The optical equipment donated by Ciena will ensure they 
are receiving practical learning opportunities with technology that is in use in the networks of major 
telecommunication providers around the world. It also allows for greater collaboration with other 
educational institutions, laboratories, and advanced research and innovation networks to further their 
learning.”  
 
The recent launch of the Bachelor of Information Technology – Photonics and Laser Technology 
program, along with this donation, is significant as the importance of the telecommunications field is 
growing. Currently, more than one third of the world’s population is online – and growing rapidly - and 
users expect the network to be fast and always available. To meet these growing demands for 
bandwidth, technology continues to evolve to provide greater efficiencies across the network for more 
affordable access to this critical economic tool.  
 
“Technology is changing the world,” says Algonquin College President Kent MacDonald. “It’s changing 
how we do business. It’s changing how we conduct research. It’s changing how we tell time – just ask a 
student what time it is and you won’t find them checking their wrist watch but pulling out a mobile 
device. Their ability to grow, to discover and to innovate is even greater now thanks to Ciena’s donation. 
It has raised the bar on what is possible and given our students – and our future graduates – what they 
need to move confidently forward to accomplish their dreams.” 
 
“Ciena is looking forward to this collaboration with Algonquin College and is pleased to provide state-of-
the-art equipment that will help prepare graduates of the Bachelor of Information Technology - 
Photonics and Laser Technology program for high-calibre technology job opportunities both in Ottawa 
and throughout the world,” adds James Frodsham, Senior Vice President and Chief Strategy Officer, 
Ciena Corporation. “Our Canadian presence has always been focused on research and development and 
our participation in this initiative is another example of our continued commitment to helping create 
new high tech jobs, investing in the development of new technology and supporting the local 
community.”   
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Ottawa is home to Ciena’s largest research and development center, and is the company’s largest single 
location worldwide.  “Ottawa has the best-educated workforce in North America, so it’s no surprise that 
technology companies are eager to do business here,” says Ottawa West-Nepean MPP Bob Chiarelli. 
“Algonquin College and Ciena are driving the agenda and helping to maintain and grow our city’s status 
as a top technology hub.” 
 
The launch event concluded with a demonstration of the new technology by Claude Brulé, Vice 
President, Academic at Algonquin College, along with remarks from Dr. Alumuhtadi, Minister Chiarelli, 
President MacDonald, and Mr. Frodsham. Rodney Wilson, Senior Director of External Research at Ciena, 
also spoke to provide an overview of the Ciena technology now operational in the Optophotonics Lab. 
Students from the Bachelor of Information Technology – Photonics and Information Technology 
program, as well as students from the Wireless/ Mobility Telecommunications Engineering Technician 
program and representatives from the College’s Applied Research & Innovation department were 
present for the announcement. 
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For more information, please contact:  
Phil Gaudreau 
Communications Officer, Algonquin College 
613-220-7796 
Email: gaudrep@algonquincollege.com 
 
Jamie Moody 
Ciena Corporation 
214-995-8035 
Email: jmoody@ciena.com 
 
 
About Algonquin College - www.algonquincollege.com: 
Algonquin College of Applied Arts and Technology is located in the nation’s capital and the Ottawa 
Valley, and is the largest college in Eastern Ontario, with 18,000 full-time and 35,000 part-time students 
in more than 170 programs. Algonquin is a leader in the integration of technology into learning, and is 
strongly committed to student success.  
 
About Ciena - www.ciena.com: 
Ciena is the network specialist. We collaborate with customers worldwide to unlock the strategic 
potential of their networks and fundamentally change the way they perform and compete. Ciena 
leverages its deep expertise in packet and optical networking and distributed software automation to 
deliver solutions in alignment with OPn, its approach for building open next-generation networks. We 
enable a high-scale, programmable infrastructure that can be controlled and adapted by network-level 
applications, and provide open interfaces to coordinate computing, storage and network resources in a 
unified, virtualized environment. We routinely post recent news, financial results and other important 
announcements and information about Ciena on our website. For more information, visit 
www.ciena.com.  
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