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Creating Alerts/RSS Feeds

Are you following a topic in the news or undertaking in-depth research for your own interest or for a further degree? Alerts are a great feature in our databases that permit you to create a search and have the database repeat your search. Alerts deliver the results to your in-box, to keep you on top of new literature on any topic. RSS Feeds fulfill a similar function bringing the information to your in-box or to your Feed Reader.
EBSCO Databases – Alerts/RSS Feeds 

You can set up an Alert/RSS Feed in any EBSCO Database such as; Academic Search, Masterfile, or Health Source.  (Or across a mix of database products through our Multi-database Search widget)
RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication. RSS enabled alerts allow users to feed results from EBSCOhost search alerts and journal alerts into their RSS readers and aggregators, as well as their web sites.

A Search Alert or RSS Feed is set up to deliver the results for the last search performed either on the Advanced or Basic Search Screen.  (Tip: You can limit your search to full-text documents only)
1. Plan and complete a search.

a. Click on “Alert/Save/Share” – located in the tool bar above the results. 
b. Choose RSS Feed or Alert. If you wish to create a RSS Feed for this search, copy and paste the feed link into your Feed Reader. You can also add feeds to your in-box in some e-mail programs. (Free readers such as, Bloglines, are available for download. Google also has a free Feed Reader) 

c. For e-mail alerts you must first create an EBSCO account of your own. 
2. In order to view a document, you must be able to log in to EBSCO. If you access EBSCO at school, and request to have the alerts sent to your home email account, you will only be able to view the results list. To view a document from outside the college you need to have an active library account. Please contact your campus library for more information.
A Publication Alert or RSS Feed can also be set-up to deliver the current content of a journal/magazine title as soon as it is available within EBSCO, by choosing a PUBLICATION search and following the same steps as above for a search Alert/Feed.

PROQUEST Databases - Alerts 

You can set up an Alert/RSS Feed in any Proquest Databases such as; Newsstand or Career and Technical Education. 

A Search Alert is set up to deliver the results for the last search performed either on the Advanced or Basic Search Screen. (Tip: You can limit your search to full-text documents only)
1. Plan and complete a search.
2. Choose – Set Up Alert or an RSS Feed.
3. Choose how often your Alert will run and a date for it to expire.

4. A valid e-mail address is all that is needed to set-up an Alert.

3. In order to view a document, you must be able to log in to ProQuest. If you access ProQuest at school, and request to have the alerts sent to your home email account, you will only be able to view the results list. To view a document from outside the college you need to have an active library account. Please contact your campus library for more information.
A Publication Alert can also be set-up to deliver the current content of a journal/magazine title as soon as it is available within Proquest, by choosing a PUBLICATION search and following the same steps as illustrated above for a search Alert.

Thomson Gale Databases – Alerts/RSS Feeds

You can set up an Alert/RSS Feed in any Thomson Gale Database such as; Academic OneFile, Computer Database and CPI.Q (Canadian Periodicals). 
A Search Alert or RSS Feed is set up to deliver the results for the last search performed either on the Advanced or Basic Search Screen.  (Tip: You can limit your search to full-text documents only)

1. Plan and complete a search. 
2. Click on the Create a Search Alert/RSS icon 
3. The Create a Search Alert screen gives you both the option to set up an E-mail alert as well as providing you with the RSS Feed for your reader.

4.  In order to view a document, you must be able to log in to Thomson Gale. If you access Thomson Gale at school and request to have the alerts sent to your home email account, you will only be able to view the results list. To view a document from outside the college you need to have an active library account. Please contact your campus library for more information.
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